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NN S I find,” continued Char- 

X «A B lotte, © that you have not 
K SY of . uſed the leaſt reſerve with 

„ me on this occaſion, ſo 

I fincerely declare I will not with you, 
and accordingly do aſſure you that, al- 
though the Dey is ſaid to have ſent 
* away the Sultana in the manner you 
* deſcribed, yet it was with her own 
'* conſent, nay with the greateſt | joy that 


„ the went. And, becauſe you may be 
Vor, . 1 ec back wa: d 


a TBE OAPTIVE. 
« backward to believe what I am telling 


you, were I not to ſay ſomething more 
“concerning it, it will be neceſſary at 


« [eaſt to give you ſome part of the ſtory, 


« which will at leaſt have this effect, that 
« jt will ſerve to excuſe the Dey. 


te You muſt know, then, Sir, that the 
e Sultana was violently in love with the 
* Chriſtian flave, and the manner how 
s this was brought about, was as follows: 
«« The Dey, who as the whole city 


* knew had a great efteem for the 


« Chriſtian, had a mind, either in order 
© to divert him, or to attach him more 
" ſtrongly to the place, to ſee him in 
love with ſome lady, and he was 


<<, pleaſed to think I was a very likely 


. * perſon to inſpire him with this paſſion. 
«« But becauſe I never uſed to ſtir out of 


the ſeraglio, and as it would have 


3 ;. . » 04 given 
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* given great offence to have ſeen a 
e Chriſtian in a place where the very 
* natives of the country are not per- 
c mitted to enter, unleſs they are eu- 
e nuchs, he took it into his head to diſ- 
* guiſe him like an eunuch, and brought | 
him to me one evening, after having 
e propoſed the viſit ſometime before- 
„band. The Sultana, who was al- 
© ready greatly prejudiced in the Chriſ- 
Ly tian's favour, whom ſhe had heard the 
Dey ſpeak of very frequently, was 
* extremely rejoiced when ſhe heard 
« that he was to be introduced into the 
« ſeraglio, and preſſed me very earneſtly 
« that I would contrive it ſo as that ſhe 
« might have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
« him, which, indeed, was no very dif- 
« ficult matter; for the Dey, who did 
© not viſit the Sultana very often, ſend- 
ing him thus diſguiſed almoſt every 
1 B 2 | cc d, 
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cc day, the only thing we had to conſult 


% was the privacy of the interview, 
They ſaw each other, and if Mr, Clif. 
ec ford, agreeable as he. was, pleaſed the 
5. Sultana, you may be ſure on the other 
*© hand that fo fine a woman as ſhe was 
could not be diſpleaſing to him. 


«6 © Their aſſection went on increaſing 


+ «daily in proportion to the frequency 
«of the opportunities which they had 

- « of being together. The Dey, who 
oh began to firid that his Chriſtian friend 
e was in love, and who believed at the 
cc ſame time that 1-was the object of his 
6c « affections, was exceedingly delighted 
cc therewith, He himſelf had formerly 
& had a great liking for me, but my 
indifference. had checked him. Ne- 
15 verthelets Mr. Clifford's continual ac- 
© counts of the progreſs of his paſſion 
e rekindled in him his former love, and 
r | . __ © concluding, 
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« concluding, from what he now heard, 
« that I ſhould not be ſo unmoved as 
* before, he again overwhelmed me 
© with tenderneſs and endearments, 
« which were likewiſe generally accom- 
e panied with reproaches for the little 
e eſteem that I had ſer upon his heart, 
in being able to prefer a flave to 
© him, I was determined not to un- 
« deceive him, although I foreſaw the 
fatal conſequences of his miſtake, he- 
.* cauſe our two lovers would then have 
ce been immediately ſacrificed, which I 
© rather choſe ſhould happen to niy- 
'« ſelf than to the Sultana, whom i loved 
H exceſſively, inſomuch that I made 
him believe that I was not inſen5bl- of 
te the great deſerts of the Chriſtian. 
* This produced ſeveral odd adventures : 
© which ſometime or other I may per- 
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* haps be at leiſure to give you an a0. 


6 count of. 


cc mn all this, the Dey 
was continually preſſing me and re- 


«© proaching me every day for the ſlight 


<« that I put upon his love, whilſt I was 
favourable to a Chriſtian who was 


* not ſo worthy of it. There was hard- 


«ly any ſtratagem but he put in 
practice, endeavouring continually to 
4 ſurprize me in order to accompliſh his 


e amorous deſigns. At laſt it ſo hap- 


&« pened that he had a private meeting 
« with his wife, whom he miſtook for 
me, and to whom he offered the great- 
ec eff violence, in order to revenge him- 
« ſelf, as he fondly imagined, of my 

« inſenſibility. He fatisfied himſelf, 

e and then went away, without diſcover- 
« ing the miſtake which he had made, 

ce pleafing 


C 


(e 


Sr 7 
« pleaſing himſelf with the idea of his 
* fancied triumph and ſucceſs. How- 
« ever, at laſt, ſtung with remorſe at 
the remembrance of an injury which 
he ſuppoſed he had been guilty of 
ce againſt me, and which he knew not 
« how to excuſe to one whom he thought 
« was bitterly enraged againſt him, he 
e thought that he could no otherwiſe re- 
© pair what he had done than by grant- 
ing freedom to thoſe two lovers whoſe 
« paſſion he had ſo unjuſtly diſturbed, 
« and which, as an aggravation of the 


“% fault, he had been the chief cauſe and 


« promoter of at its beginning. This 
* he acquainted me with in a note, in 
ce which he endeavoured to juſtify him- 
« ſelf on account of the greatneſs of his 
6e Affection; that, in order to atone for 
* what he had done, he had determined 


© to baniſh himſelf my preſeace for ever, 
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© and that he would, in purſuance of 
* this reſolution, ſend me and my lover 


cc away together, which was all that I 
* could expect from a rival's generoſi- 
* ty; and that, if I knew what regret 
« to himſelf my departure would be at- 
ce tended with, he did not in the leaſt 
doubt but I ſhould be convinced that 
* he was puniſhed in a grooms: degree 
e than he deſerved. 


« Whatſoever = I might feel upon 
* this occaſion, yet it was greatly abated 
ec by the anxiety that it gave the Sul- 
ec tana when ſhe heard it, Her afflic- 
* tion was inexpreſſible, ſhe did nothing 

cc but weep both day and night. She 

« made uſe of every ſtratagem that the 
c could think of to avert this impend- 
ing misfortune. I ſuffered her to do 
„ whatſoever ſhe pleaſed, chooſing 
| 3 . cc rather, 


TRE CAPTIVE. ©g 
e rather, as I ſaw the uneaſineſs that it 
„gave her, to renounce all thoughts and 
« hopes of liberty, than to be the caufe 
« of ſo much diſquiet to her, which if 
continued would, 1 doubt not, have 
ended in her death. But the Dey 
was firm in his reſolutions upon that 
head, not ſeeing any reaſon ſhe had 
to oppoſe a deſign which ſhe ſhould = 
* rather have been fond of than op- 
poſed, eſpecially confidering ſhe knew 
that he had a great liking for me, 
** which had formerly given her a good 
e deal of uneafinefs. But he kept his 
e purpoſe. very firmly, and knowing 
e that there was a Chriſtian veſſel in 
e the harbour that was ready to fail, he 
ordered it to ſtop, in order that we 
might take the . * have 
* our pallagys in it. 


B & You 


* 
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« You may imagine the conſterna. 
tion the Sultana was in when ſhe ſaw 
„e the Dey continued inflexible, and that 
* we were upon the point of our de- 
ce parture. She was in a kind of de- 
« ſpair; and her ſighs and tears were 
in ſuch abundance, that nothing could 
© be more affecting. I was to intreat 
the Dey to defer our paſſage, that ſhe 
« might have more time to reconcile 
« herſelf to his departure; but he did 
ec not come to the ſeraglio, ſo that I had 
«no opportunity of aſking him. Ei- 
ther he was athamed to fee me, or 
«6 perhaps afraid that, when he ſaw me, 
« he might relapſe into tenderneſs, and 
ce break his reſolutions. In ſhort, the 


„morning that was fixed for our going, 


« the afflicted Sultana was determined 
either to die or follow, as ſhe had 
« Jong been plotting how ſhe might 
| * molt 


r wa” poo WW. 
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© moſt effectually put the latter of theſe 
6 into execution. I lay with her the 


© night before; we had not ſlept a wink 
« the whole time, | 


& Charlotte, faid ſhe to me (after hav- 
e ing ſettled in her mind what ſhe had re- 


“ ſolved to ſay on this occafion,) you 
c know the affection I have always had 


er for you, and that I have treated you 
«© rather as my ſiſter than my ſlave. I 
© need not therefore tell you that I can- 
e not live without Mr, Clifford, for that 


« you know well enough already. I do 


© not deſire, continued ſhe, embracing 
me at the ſame time, that you ſhould . 
*« do any thing for me out of gratitude 
e and as a return for what I have done, 
te but out of pity rather, and compaſſion 


to my afflicted condition, Do not 


c leave me in a ſituation that is the moſt 
Bo ( diftreſsful 
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« diſtreſsful that a woman who loves ſo 


* ſincerely as I do can poſſibly be in, 
cc but do ſomewhat towards the ſaving 


6 of My life, 


Had ſhe aſked me to 3 Geert 
1 ficed my own life, I could not by any 


% means have refuſed her. This ſhe 
perceived by the plentiful effuſion of 


« tears . which accompanied hers; and 


« were a convincing proof that I truly 
77 * ſympathized with her in her diſtreſs. 


. Ihe then told me, that ſhe had thought 


« of a ſcheme by which means ſhe 


i might g0 along with us, and of the 


c ſucceſs of which ſhe entertained great 
« hopes, if Mr. Clifford had as real a 


. regard for her as he profeſſed to have; 


cc. «if not 
of at and reviling his ingratitude, 


1 and then the thould be ſo far from 
ol _— 


10 would confole herſelf with 


8 
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© conſidering his abſence as an evil, that 


« ſhe ſhould look upon it as a great 
« bleſſing; ſhe added, that ſhe would 
« cauſe herſelf to be conveyed to his 
« apartment without any one in the 
7 Seraglio's knowing any. thing of the 
« matter, and from thence to the ſhip 


ein which we were to embark; and that 


« the Dey then ſending for me, in order 


4 to go, we might all three get on 


“ board before her flight would be per- 
6 ceived. 


In order to ſatisfy her I gave way 
« to this propoſal, but in reality I was 


* greatly apprehenſive that this affair 
« would not ſucceed; and I had really 


e ſome foreboding that I ſhould be the 


<« real ſufferer at laſt, 


er Tt 
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ec Tt Is a very dangerous thing to truſt 


** to the diſcretion of lovers, efpecially 
c jn matters that reſpect the intereſt of 


cc their paſſions. They flatter them- 
« ſelves with ſucceſs, they hope for 


« every thing, and fear nothing. 


ce Day beginning to break in upon us, 


er jt was neceſſary that we ſhould begin 
„making ſome preparations in order to 
ce the ſucceſs of our enterprize. We 
« therefore got up immediately: ſhe 
ee took one of my gowns and defired 
„me to ſend to her the eunuch who 
« uſed to provide Mr. Clifford with the 
„ provifions that he wanted, and who was 
« wholly devoted to her intereſt, She 
« ſent him for his baſket, and having 
« covered herſelf up in her cloak, and 
<« put herſelf in it, ſhe ordered him to 
carry her thus incloſed to the Chriſtian's 

© apartment. 


- 
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« apartment, I ſaw them go in this 
7 « manner, waiting with a good deal of 
f e fear and impatience to ſee what would 


« he the event; and indeed expected to 
« receive a meſſage from the Dey that it 
« was time for me to go; but at laſt find- 
ee ing that it was paſt the appointed 
« time, and that the Sultana did not 
*« come back, I was willing to ſee what 
« was the matter, when, upon inquiry, 
« T found, to my inexpreſſible aſtoniſh- 
ic ment and concern, that Mr. Clifford 
* was gone; and that the Dey, after 
having accompanied him to the water- 
« fide, had retired to his country houſe. 
6 It was then that I felt the ſtroke of 
* adverſe fortune, in loſing not only all 
c hope. of ever returning to my native 
6 country, which had I been happy in 
= other reſpects I could perhaps have 
- contented my ſelf without, but alſo of 
«6 never 
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never ſeeing the Sultana again whom 
1 loved preferable to every one elſe; 
© and whoſe agreeable company had re. 
conciled me, in a great meaſure, to 
* my ſtate of captivity. I did not 
Ce doubt indeed but that her flight would 
1 imputed to me, but I was ſo well 
- prepared for death, by frequent re- 
4e „ flections on the c of my that 


„  @&# + = % 


e 1 Was in ee or no concern e n my- 
« ſelf; for the loſs of my dear Sultana 
ar affected me in ſuch 8 manner that 1 
« really knew not whether even the 
view of death could have been capa- 
ble of making any addition to it. 
Ly People were coming to me continu- 
«2 ally and aſking what was become of 
51 her; my conftant anſwer was, that T 
2 knew notling of her; but, as I was 
5c accounted her chief confidante, they 
| thought 
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« thought that I was entruſted with the 


« ſecret of her departure, and I ſaw 
e plainly that every one was greatly 
« alarmed and troubled at what had hap- 
© pened, This, ſaid Charlotte, is all 
© that I had to tell you with reſpect to 


the Sultana. If you think that this 
account can be of ſervice to the Dey, 


e and contribute any thing towards the 
« ſettling of his affairs, I ſhould be glad 
« that you would communicate it to the 
Prince, although it may perhaps make 
te me appear in a criminal light both to 


e the one and the other: but they know 
© very well what the ſituation of a ſlave 
Lis, whoſe happineſs conſiſts in an ab- 


ſolute compliance to the commands 


© of her miſtreſs, when ſhe has ſufficient 
confidence in them to entruſt them 


& with her ſecrets.” 


The 
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The Turk, at the concluſion of her 
narrative, told Charlotte that the Dey, 
having a great regard for her, and con- 
- {equently very little for his wife, would 
make no great difficulty at forgiving her 
the little treachery ſhe had been guilty 
of; and that as to the Prince he would 


not take it ill that ſhe had been inſtru- 


mental in aſſiſting the Sultana to give 

ber huſband the flip, who he knew 
very well did not care at all about her. 

That he would take care to manage this 

matter with ſome members of the a. 
ſembly who were his particular friends, 
and eſpecially with the Prince's Aga, 
who was a great favourite; and who, 
notwithſtanding he was a renegado, 
| « liked the Chriſtians very well, and could 
be of great ſervice even to her. He 

added ſeveral proteſtations of aſſiſtance 
himſelf, which pleaſed Charlotte excel- 
ſively. 
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fively. After which he went away, 
fearing, P rthaps, as it was already very 


late, That ihe gi longer he might give 


the guards room to ſurmiſe ſomething to 
his diſadvantage. 0 
and ſee her the next Wand to give 
her an account of what ha} * in the 
mean time. 


The Dey having, as was ſaid before, 
put himſelf at the head of a numerous 


body of Moriſcoes, thou ght himſelf 


ſtrong enough to encounter his enemies; 
and therefore, as ſoon as it was light, he 


made a deſcent towards the town in or- 


der to favour the retreat of his friends 


and of the militia that came over to him 


by whole companies; ſo that, before 
noon, he found his army conſiſted of 
above ten thouſand men, 
likewiſe uſed his utmoſt endeavours to 
arm 


He promiſed to come 


The Prince 
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arm his people quickly; but he did not 
find himſelf ſtrong enough to go out a, 


yet againſt the Dey, whoſe ſuperior 
number intimidated the people, inſomuch 


that they believed he was coming to be- 
ſiege them; but as the Prince was the 

chief perſon that he wanted to avenge 
himſelf on, and cannon Was neceflary to 


attack him where he was, he was obliged 


to ſtay till thoſe pieces of artillery which 
he had ſent for arrived. However, 
when he had aſſembled the chief of his 
friends together, in order to complain 
of the unjuſt proceedings of the Prince, 
.and to aſk their advice, he was aſtoniſhed 
to find that all of them inſiſted, as well 


as the General of the gallies, that it was 
the Sultana that was embarked with the 


Chriſtian, and that Charlotte remained 


in the ſeraglio, and therefore that the 


Prince had a very ai cauſe ſar 
taking 


* 
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taking up arms againſt him ; as he be- 


leved that he wanted to get rid of his 


daughter, | 


The Dey, who thought that they 
were ſtill jeſting with him, did not 
vouchſafe to contradict them, but or- 
tered the Captain of the guards to be 
called, and in the preſence of them all 
aſked hum whether he had not ſeen and 
ſpoke to the Sultana the day before, 
Ali, trembling with fear, fell down with 
his face towards the ground, and owned 
o him that he thought he had ſent him 
to the ſeraglio out of a fineſſe, in order 
that he might declare before the Gene- 


| ral that he had ſeen her, but in reality 
it was no ſuch matter; for he had only 


ſcen Charlotte in the ſeraglio, who was 
bewailing the loſs of her miſtreſs. Not- 


vithſtanding all this, the Dey could not 
. be 
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be perſuaded. He faid, that in order to 


the believing this account, he muſt ſee 
Charlotte, and that becauſe he had a 


a number of good reaſons to believe the 
contrary.. Juſt at this time he received 
a letter from the Prince's ſecretary, the 
contents of which were as follows : 


« T KNOW not, my lord, whether 


_ * it was your good fortune or 


ce mine that appointed me the charge of 


ce taking out of the ſeraglio and keep- 
ing your beautiful ſlave; however, 
* you ought at leaſt to be perſuaded 


cc that ſhe could not fall into ſafer hands. 


« She wants ſor nothing, and if! am 
« able to do you as well as her any ſer- 
vice, be aſſured that I will ſpare nei- 
ce ther my life nor fortune. However, 


* if I might preſume to adviſe you, I 
* ſhould tell you that you ought to con- 


“ ſult 
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„ ſult the peace and welfare of your 
« country rather than its tumult and de- 


&« ſtruction, which is unavoidable unleſs 
« you moderate your paſſion, I know 


« very well that you have great reaſon 


ce to complain, but I know at the ſame 
© time that the appearances which were 
** againſt you have deceived the Prince; 


«and that no one is acceſſary to the 


departure of the Sultana but only her- 
« ſelf. The precipitate and raſh coun- 


« ſel of evil-minded men, which the 


“Prince has but too exactly followed, 
* is the cauſe, in a great meaſure, of the 
* preſent confuſion, God grant that it 
may go no farther, and that we may 
* not be eye-witneſſes of the ruin of 
te this country by the hands of thoſe 


“ho ought to have prevented it; be- 
6 ing appointed for its ſecurity and 
« protection. I hope that you will 

« both 
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4 24 THE CAPTIVE. 
4e both of you be better adviſed, and in ; 4 
«the mean time I with you all health 'r 
and happineſs. | b 
998 MIN, SecRETARY,” I 
The Dey, as ſoon as he had read this * 
letter, could no longer doubt of the truth FE 
of the thing, being aſſured that Oſmyn EE 
was a ſincere man and his friend. He ſe 
* was not at all concerned for the loſs of Kg 
the Sultana, laughed at the adventure, in 
and did not believe that ſne had any in- pi 
tention of following the Chriſtian, had 2M 
. not he given orders to carry her to the of 
1 tip in the baſket. Nor was he at all on 
* more affected on account of the miſtake 54 
| oy " - which he had made, and, with reſpect to he 
| in 5 love, a miſtreſs was at leaſt equal to a T 
Fa ; : 2 wife. He never once ſuſpected the Sul- ce 
_  - tana of being unfaithful, and yet he was the 
. f deſirous v 
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defirous of knowing what was her rea- 
ſon for having herſelf conveyed in a 
baſket to the Chriſtian's room. He 
concluded, rightly enough, that Char- 
lotte was privy to the whole affair, but 


he thought her ſufficiently puniſhed by 
having loſt her liberty and her lover, in 
order to gratify a woman that, in time, 


might become her rival, and as to him- 


ſelf he thought that he was amply re- 
venged, He wanted much to ſee her, 
in order to be informed of the ſeveral 
particulars of the affair, and his love be- 


ing a freſh incentive to all the emotions 
of curiofity which he felt, made him fo 


extremely impatient that, notwithſtand. 
ing the great danger of the enterprize, 


he would have gone that very day to 
Tunis, if it had not been abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary to have ſtaid to receive all thoſe 


that were continually coming over to 


Yes. l. © his 
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his fide. He returned the following an- 


ſwer to bis friend, the Secretary. 


ac O NN N, thou haſt a treaſure 


committed to thy care, which 


* if the Prince knew how much I va- 
* Jued it, he would entruſt it to no one, 
e being well aſſured that he might then 
« make peace, and that too a very ad- 
« yantageous one, whenſoever he pleaſed. 
< Take as much care of it, I beſeech 
© thee, as thou wouldeſt of myſelf were 
I with thee, and be aſſured that I ne- 
s ver will forget ſo important a piece of 
« ſervice. Send me thy Moriſcoe to 
hs morrow-morning. I have need of him 
« in an affair which I cannot diſcloſe 


4 to thee in writing, and with which 1 


& cannot wholly truſt him.” 
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The night was pretty far advanced 
when he had finiſhed this note; however, 
in order to be more ſecure he would no- 
fend it till the morning, The walls of 
Tunis are exceeding low, and in ſome 
places very much out of repair. It is 
true indeed that, at that time, they were 
very ſtrongly guarded ; but the bearer 
of the note being known to belong to 
the Prince's ſecretary, there was no dan- 
of his being ſtopped; however he got 
home without meeting any one. 


The faithful Ofinyn had been pay- 


ing a viſit that evening to his fair pri- 


ſoner, as he had promiſed her, and given 


her ſome account of the ſituation that af- 
fairs were in, giving her room to hope 
that a reconciliation would ſoon enſue, 
becauſe the adverſe party were already 
perſuaded, by the confeſſion of 0 
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28 THE CAPTIVE. 


eunuch, who had carried the baſket, 


that if the Dey had been acceſſary to the 


elopement of the Sultana, yet ſhe her- 
ſelf had contributed the moſt towards 
it, by the violence of the criminal paſ- 


ſion that ſhe entertained for the Chriſ- 
tian, 


Charlotte, much pleaſed with this 


account, could not ſufficiently thank 
Oſmyn for the obliging tenderneſs which 


he had all along ſhewn for her. He 


had cauſed ſuch a continual plenty of 


refreſhments to be carried her, that ſhe 
had lived better fince the had been in the 
Prince's priſon than when in the Dey's ſe- 
raglio. She dig not know to what mo- 
tive ſhe could attribute ſo much kind- 


| neſs and complaiſance, and this indeed 


gave her ſome little anxiety, as ſhe ap- 


; prehended that there was a mixture of 


love 


THE CAPTIVE 2 
love in it; for the Turk appeared fo ci- 
vil, open, and full of humanity (contra- 
ry to the behaviour of the generality of 
his countrymen) that ſo generous a be? 
haviour ſeemed rather the reſult of love 


to her, than of mere friendſhip to the 


Dey. However hitherto he had not 


been in the leaſt wanting in reſpect; but 


ſhe was fearful leſt ſhe ſhould have rea- 
ſon to be angry with one who had been 
ſo exceedingly kind to her, The truth 


is, that the Turk afted purely from 


generous motives. He had been a ſlave 


in Italy five or fix years, under a very 
indulgent maſter, and he-thought that a 
ſufficient obligation, beſides the natural 


bent of his temper, to be courteous to 
the Chriſtians, for whom in general he 


had a great king, 
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3% THE CAPTIVE 
As Charlotte was complaining of her 
misfortunes which were continually 


coming one after the other, he deſired 
her to give him an account of the man- 


ner in which ſhe had been firſt taken. 
As ſhe lay under great obligations to 


- . * *. * + 
this man, whatever grief it might be to 
her to recall paſt troubles to her remem- 


brance, the effects of which ſhe was 
ſtill ſenſible of, yet ſhe thought that ſhe 


- ought not to refuſe him ſo trifling a 


ſatisfaction, but rather to comply with 
his requeſt, as an inſtance of her grati- 


tude; inſomuch that, after having aſ- 
ſured him that he would find nothing : 
entertaining in the recital of ber life, 
ſhe, in order to trace up her misfor- 
tunes to their fountain head, began as 


follows : : 


* 


Ct 
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„] am a Genoeſe, Sir, by birth, and 

« of one of the nobleſt families in that 

* republic, but you muſt excuſe my 

© telling you our family name. I am 

« willing to ſpare this diſgrace toa ſet of 

© relations who cannot be greatly ho- 

© noured by the ſeries of misfortunes 
which I have gone through. 


« I was born i in very advantageous 


6 and flouriſhing circumſtances; and 

« being an only child, my parents 
= brought me up with a care and ex- 
« pence that ſavoured more of profulion 
. than of grandeur. e 


0 It was my unhappy lot to loſe my 


% mother when I was twelve years old 
* and my father, although advanced in 
* years, married again a woman more 
© conſiderable for her birth than for- 

CA tune; 
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tune; but there was money enough, pro- 
« yided ambition, or defire of expence, 


* the ordinary weakneſs of women of 
« quality, had been her foible rather 


than love. 


4 


My father, as I ſaid b betbre, be ing ; 
* old, and ſhe young and handſome, he | 
had ſome reaſon to be jealous of her. 


« He ſuffered her to go out but very 


company, either to church, or to ſee 


« ſome relation. But who can oppoſe 


their own deſtiny? My mother in- 
law, diſſatisfied with the ſevere be- 


« haviour of her huſband, found the in- 


© clination of being unfaithful to him in- 


„% creaſe. Nothing provokes deſire fo 
much as conſtraint, and neceſſity may 


4 juſtly be ſaid to be the mother of inven- 
we tion, She had recou urſe toſeveralſchemes N 


* to 


IHE CAPTIVE: -:83 
«to facilitate the progreſs of ſome intrigues 
« ſhe had planned, but not one of them 
e took effect. Nothing could elude my 
« fathers vigilance, who, having been 
«6 formerly a man of gallantry himſelf, 
ec was upon the watch againſt all 
her artifices, inſomuch that the, 
« deſpairing of all foreign aſſiſtance, 
« was reſolved to ſee whether ſhe could 
c not find within doors ſomebody tb 
« ſatisfy the demands of her libidi- 

„ nous inclinations. Upon this ſhe caſt | 
< her eyes. on a man in a ſituation 
& that, through a Point of honour, * 
dare not tell you, but otherwiſe; w ell 

6 made, honeſt, and, till that time, very 
« faithful to my father; who confided 
© more in him than in m an of - his 
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This intercourſe, ſo diſgraceful to 
* a woman of her rank, continued ſome 
. time without being diſcovered in the 
&« leaſt ; till at length one day it happen- 
c ed, to their misfortune and mine, that 
having fallen aſleep on a couch that 
s vas in my mother- in- law's room, and 
awaking on a ſudden, I was an eye 
< witneſs of ber infamous practice. 
* They had not perceived. me at all, 
<< becauſe one of the girls who waited 
4 upon me had thrown a quilt over me 
« which- uſually covered the couch. I 
*« ſaw them, and they me with a ſur- 
e prize, as you may eaſily imagine, 
«Equally great. I was then about 
fourteen or fifteen years of age.“ 


: « Was it not a flave at aid the 
Turk, interrupting-her in a way which 
| _ denoted 
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denoted at once both his Joy and ſur- 


pere. 


« Ves Sir,” replied Charlotte, aſton- 


| Niſhed at his aſking that queſtion, which 


obliged her in a manner to look on him 
more attentively; © it was a ſlave, and 
& 4 Turkiſh one too,” 


« Abl madam,” ſaid Oſmyn, as ſoon 
as ſhe had ſaid that, * is it poſſible that 


yu do not recollect Oſmyn, and that 


« you ſhould be madam Iſabella 7. 


At theſe words Charlotte remained 


for ſome time without ſaying a ſyllable, 


but recovering herſelf on a ſudden, 
c Heavens! cried ſhe, is it poſ- 


e fible that you are Oſmyn ? By what 


< happy turn of fortune is it that I find 


. * ue to your care? 
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36 THE CAPTIVE. 


By a happy turn, indeed,” re- 


plied he, overjoyed at having an op- 
pPortunity of ſerving her; „ and after 
the ſeveral obligations that I lay un- 


E der to your family, I ſhould be the 


© moſt ungrateful wretch alive, if I did 


not riſk even my life to ſave you. I 


© know you have reaſon to be offended 


xc with me, with reſpect to your mother- 


ce in-law, but what could a poor miſer- 
& able ſlave do, ſolicited by the charms 


Ac of a beautiful woman who offered him 


© both money and freedom whenever he 
« pleaſed to accept them? You will 


cc own then that if there was any guilt 


«© in my behaviour, after the kindneſſes 


2 which I had received of my maſter, 


es yet it is of ſuch a nature that I hope 


> 
* 


your goodneſs will in ſome meaſure 


[excuſe it. Indeed I think I have 


16 * compenſated for my fault, 


<« both 


THE CAPTIVE. 37 
te both towards him and you, by having 

* ſaved your lives; for your mother. 
ce jn-law would have fain put an end to 
ee you both, by poifon, but I had ſuf- 

„ ficient influence over her, to prevent 
c her from putting her miſchievous de- 
« ſigns into execution. She made me 
« all kinds of promiſes if I would but 
# become the inſtrument of her ven- 
ce geance: but as you are ignorant of 

the conſequences of that adventure, I 
« will give you an account of what en- 
& ſued n e 
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A Vous amg us, as you before ſaid, 
« ſurprized us extremely, and in the 
« deſpair in which your mother-in-law 
c then was, as you know ſhe was ex- 
4 ceedingly paſſionate, 1 know not 
- © what ſhe might have done to have 
-£ freed herſelf from you. But I ve- 5 
2 4 ** hementix : 
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00 nee oppoſed her intention, tell 
ing her, that ſhe was going by her 

c behaviour to bring on us an evil that 
e might perhaps coſt us both our lives, to 
* avoid one which it would be no dif- 
es ficulty at all to ſecure ourſelves from, 
if properly managed. That it was 
by much the moſt adviſeable ſcheme 
to try to gain you over to our party, 
which was not at all improbable, 


ce hen it ſhould be pointed out to you, 


4+ that by acquainting your father with 
ae what you had ſeen, you would be ſure 

<« to afflit him heavily, and in the end 
e might poſſibly be the means of ſhort- 


4 well that I went out of the room 
i: c with you in order to perſuade you, 
e and that 1 told you, moteover, that 
the honour of your family was con- 
— nn in the keeping this affair a ſe- 


cret, 


ening his life. Tou may remember 
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« ret, beſides ſeveral: other reaſons 
« which, effectually convinced you. 


r ak 

t « You at length promiſed me that you 
_ could not ſay a word about it, pro- 

: e vided that your mother-in-law kept 


« within the bounds. of her duty for the 


future. I told her what you had ſaid, 
* and your diſcretion, which was already 


 « ſufficiently known in the houſe, ſhould 
© have been a ſufficient- proof that you 
© would not break your word: how- 
ce ever ſhe lived in the utmoſt anxiety and 
< uneaſineſs, not being able to ſee you 
„without ſhame, or your father with- 
out dread, She uſed to be telling me 
e continually that it was neceſſary that 
e both of you ſhould be ſacrificed to 
<< her peace and quiet, and that, till 
* then, ſhe ſhould never be eaſy and 
comfortable. She deſired me to be in. 
ſtrumental to her peace, or elſe that I 
* ſhould be the firſt that ſhould feel the 
4 effects 
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40 THE CAPTIVE. 
ec effects of her reſentment.” I excuſed 
* myſelf as well as I could; and endea- 


ec but it was ſome time before 1 could 

4 prevail upoꝶ her. At laſt, however, 
4 all ſhe aimed atended in getting you 

* out of the houſe, and ſhe-contented 
hy aac with defiring your father that 
you might be ſent to ſome convent, 


was with a good deal of difficulty 
d that ſhe obtained this requeſt, not- 


44 for her: however, for quietneſs ſake, 
he was obliged to conſent, and put 


4 little time after, either you had men- 
4 tioned ſomewhat of what you had 


£ 
—— — 
4 1 
4 * * 


* ene feat, or rather what 1 


a « youred to bring her to hear reaſon, 


«or elſewhere out of the houſe, It 
< withſtanding the fondneſs that he had 


4. you out to board at à nunnery, whi- 
ther you was accordingly ſent. Ina 


4 ſeen, or that ſhe was ſeized with 4 
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« take to be the caſe, being willing to 
« oet rid of me, I ſaw her one night 
« come into my room whi le your father 
4 Was aſleep, and with a countenance 
« ſtrongly marked with fear ſhe informed 
« me, that I was abſolutely ruined, that my 
„ maſter was acquainted with the whole 
« affair, and. that the only thing 1 had 
« to do was to fave myſelf by immedi- 
« ate flight. Upon which ſhe gave me 
ſome money, and ſeeing that I was diſ- 
« poſed to follow her advice, ſhe took 
6 her laſt leave of me. As the keys of 
* the houſe were always in my poſſeſ- 
ſion it was no difficult matter for me 
« to make my eſcape. . I took a black 
6c ſuit of cloaths of your father's to diſ- 
„guiſe myſelf in, and as ſoon as it was 
« day, I hired a felucca, which carried 
** me to Leghorn, where I met with a 
& ſhip that was going to carry a preſent 

6 
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« to the Dey, who made uſe of all his 
« intereſt with the Prince to have me 
« reinſtated in my poſſeſſions, which 


had been given away on the ſuppo- 


« ſition of my being dead; but, not be- 
ing able to bring this about, he in re- 
"200 compenſe, gave me the poſt of ſecre- 
e tary,which is no great matter of 


& profit in this country, This is the 


© whole of my hiſtory ever ſince I left 


xc Italy. In return, I ſhould be much 


« obliged to you,“ continued he, & if 
« you would give me the ſequel of 


« yours, of which I am wholly igno- 


< rant, having had no intelligence 
« of any kind from Genoa Unc" m 10 de- 


« parture.· or Ny | G 

&« The reſt of my ſtory,” ſaid Iſabella 
(whom we ſhall call as yet by the name 
of Charlotte) © is only full of troubles 
; \ +66 * and 
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and mi-fortunes; the more difficult 
eto be related, becauſe reflecting only 
« ſhame upon a girl of my quality; 
« but I will paſs over theſe ſeveral dif- 
« ficulties. | ; 


« After having been two years in the 
c nunnery, my father, moved with my 
complaints, took me home; where, dur- 
ing the time ſtaid, I under went a con- 
« tinua] perſecution from my mother. in- 
e law, who, having daily more and more 
* influence over my father, made him 
believe juſt what ſhe pleaſed, She 
« had engaged i in freſh intrigues, which 
« was in reality the cauſe of the fear 
© ſhe had inſtilled into you, for my father 
* never had the leaſt ſuſpicion of your 
e intercourſe, and was extremely ſorry 
« for your elopement, thinking that he 


6 had * one of the beſt ſervants he 
60 ever 
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x; ever had. He had deſigned to have 
given you your freedom, where- 
5 fore he did not make any enquiries 
after you as he might have done. 


© I was become a little more clear- 
« ſighted. What 1 already knew of 
©* my mother-in-law's behaviour made 
* me ſuſpicious of every thing ſhe did, 
I watched her more narrowly, and in 
« a few days I found ſhe had got a 
« new lover. Lou may eaſily believe 
© that, after what ſhe had done againſt 
me, I acted in oppoſition to her as 
ce much as .I could. Women never 
<« forgive one another: but beſides the 
40 conſideration of being avenged, I 
& was likewiſe engaged by the ties of 
& honour, This encreaſed the enmity 
& between us to a greater height than 
ever, and my father found it a very 


« difficult 
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« difficult matter to ſaisfy us both. 


« She at firſt thought that, by making 
« you go out of the houſe, the alone 


« would be ſtrong enough to encounter 


« me, and to ſpeak out boldly without 
t fearing any thing; but finding by | 


« the continual impediments that I threw 
« in her way, by the piqued railleries with 
« which I ſtung her whenever we met, 

and by other evident tokens of my 
e reſentment, that I had got to the bot- 


© mein my father* s opinion. Nay, the 
te went ſo. far as to threaten that ſhe 
* would not ſtay in the houſe with him if 
« I did. She at length got the better of 
me, inſomuch that, as I refuſed return- 
« ing to the nunnery, he was forced to 
« ſend me to ſeveral of my relations, 
* ſometimes to one and then to another, 

? & with 


« tom of her ſecret, there was no me- 
« thod that ſhe left unattempted to ruin 
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« with whom I lived at different times, 
© to the great diſcontent of the whole 
“e family, till at laſt a Grandee of Spain, 
4 an old friend of his going through 
« Genoa to Naples, of which he had 
« lately been made the Viceroy, my 
0 father defired him to take me un- 

« der his protection, which he did with 
« great deal of pleaſure, and I was 

& treated by him and the Vice- Queen 
00 his wife, not as a daughter of an in- 
&« timate friend, but as their own. They 
6 were continually conferring favours 
« ypon me, ſo that I thought myſelf 
« very happy in my ſituation. And 
« indeed I did not deceive myſelf in 
« theſe beginnings of their affection, for 
they increaſed daily, ef] pecially i in the 
10 lady, who ſeemed ſo fond of me as 
« not to be able to live without me, 


0 


1 . „ She 
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dhe hal been extremely handſome, 


and had ſtill the remains of beauty, 


„though ſhe was now advanced in 


„years. She uſed no manner of reſerve 


ce towards me, ſhe even communicated 
«© her deepeſt thoughts, and not only 
0 partook of all her di verff ions, but was 
„ likewiſe her confidant upon every 
46 occaſion. This friendſhip laſted long; 


ee but from one woman to another, and 


. eſpecially in love affairs, an attach- 
« ment is ſoon broken through. 


« ] was accounted not ugly, and hav- 
ing aſufficiency to make a figure 


« with, I lived in that court with a good 


« deal of ſplendour and dignity, Every 


'* body knew that I was of a noble fa- 
emily at Genoa, and this, joined to my 
„beauty, drew a number of admirers 
«and pretenders to me, fo that balls 
| e and 
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4 THE CAPTIVE. 
ec and aſſemblies were continually wade 
te upon my account. 


« The court of Naples, has been | 


&c reckoned the moſt given to gallantry, 
4 of any In Italy, and this on account 
<< of the vaſt number of people of qua- 
& lity that are in that kingdom; but it 
„ never was ſo agreeable as at that 
time. As for me, who did not know 
« what love was, and who was young 
6c enough not to be in much haſte to 
4 learn, I diverted myſelf with the af- 
« ſiduities and ſighs of all my lovers. 
« But love at length took an ample re- 
ec yenge, and diverted himſelf at laſt, at 
* my expence. I had not yet found the 
e man who had the fecret of affe ing 
he my heart, not one who was capable 
c of pleaſing me, although there were 

6 '« perſons of all ſorts of diſpoſitions, and 


1 


66 among | 
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« among them ſome that did not want 
for merit. The Viceroy's ſon, WhO 
« was a; young lord of great accom- 
e pliſhments, and who was continually 
« expreſſing a great tenderneſs for me, 
did nothing but teaze me; but I paid 
“ dearly at the laſt for the ſcorn and 
© indifference which I had * 
9 ſnewn. | 
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«About ſix months after my com- 
« ing to Naples, there appeared at court 
* young gentleman whom love ſeemed 
to have brought there purpoſely for 
my deſtruction. It was tlie mar- 
quis Grimaldi, as conſiderable for 
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the fine qualities of his perſon, as for b 
18 « the illuſtriouſneſs of his family: a % 
le young man, who wanted nothing to 1 
re add to the heauty of his outward an- * 
1d H pearance, but was within, as much a A 
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s ſink of perfidy and malice as can poſ. 


* fibly- be conceived; when you have 
heard the whole of this narrative, I 
doubt not but you will agree with 
«© me. In the character þ have given 
40 him. 


| « One can never thoroughly hate 
« what one has once perfectly loved, 
feel, notwithſtanding the outrage I 


« have received from him, that if I now + 


« ſaw him, and it was in my power to 


« avenge myſelf by putting him to 
« death, that my partiality would get 


K che better of my reſentment. 


1 He was athen juſt come from France, 
ir and had imbibed that air of a courtier 


„which is ſo peculiar and ſo natural 
<« to the people of quality of that na- 


„ tion. 1 was extremely pleaſed with 
* his 


1 


«Ct 
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« his appearance the firſt time I ſaw 
« him at court, and indeed perceived this 
« liking in myſelf with fome ſhame and 
« uneafineſs, He prefented himſelf 
4 continually to my view, which was 
« attended with a farther degree” of 
* anxiety. I endeavoured to drive him 
« from my thoughts, but the oftner I 
« attempted it the more I perceived 
„that he took root in them: I ſaw 
„ him ſeveral times, and would -fain 
« have perſuaded myſelf, in order to 
free my mind from the continual un- 
" e eafineſs that it now felt, that 'T had 
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n great affection for him; but I N 

« diſcoyered at length that I had been ba 
L very ingenious in deceiving myſelf. | 
i % What contributed to my ruin was, 1 
l « that, on his fide, he ſeemed, by his f ö 
L- looks and actions, to give me the f ; 
h ©; preference to all the other ladies of 1 ; 
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«the court, and thobgh he did not de- 
« 6Jare himſelf openly, yet T could not 
« help obſerving that I. was by no 
cc means indifferent to him; and even 
«© went ſo far as to imagine to myſelf 
kat he; in all probability, would 
«© ſay, if he had but an opportunity. 
The Viceroy's lady, who was much 
«diverted in diſcourſing with me of 
«the ſeveral intrigues of the court, af- 


«© ter having talked to me a great while, 


6 firſt of one, and then of the other, 
c aſked me at laſt if I did not know 
 _ { who Was the! Marquis Grimaldi's 
miſtreſs, becauſe ſhe had obſerved 
ef that he had lately been very thought- 
«fot andi ſolitary; and ſhe concluded 


it muſt be the-effect of FR a mo—-— 


«<< rous' . * 


« Had 


«£ 


'«c 
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60 Had the Viceroy's lady looked 3 in 


«.my face at the time that the aſked 
« me this queſtion, the would have 


« eafily diſcovered the part that I took. 
« inthe affair, for I changed colour I be- 


ce jjeve three or four times; but we were 
*« luckily walking on a terrace which 
opened a fine proſpect to the coun- 
*. try, and accordingly employed that 

5 lady's contemplation ſo much that 
© the did not take any notice of it, but 
gave me lime to recover; after which 
“J. gave her an anſwer with extreme 


* indifference, that he was a very giddy 
« young man, WO I believed was 


_ « incapable of being-ſeriouſly in love; 
and thereupon 1 began, without any 
** teaſon that I can. give for ſo doing, 
* to draw a picture of him not much 
to his advantage; and bearing the 
*leſs reſemblance. to him, inaſmuch 
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Las it was directly the reverſe of what 
„ really thought of him. The Vice. 
Queen, after having given me a 
look which had like to have diſcon- 
« certed me, laughed very heartily. 


« Is it poſſible, faid ſhe, that you 
* can think thus of a man whom the 
ladies are in general ſo exceſfively 
fond of? If I was not very well ac- 
4 quainted with you, and knew that 
“ perfect indifference which you enter- 
* tain toward all men in general, I 
© ſhould betieve juſt the contrary of 
c what you have been faying : how- 
cc ever, take care of yourſelf, for, 
* ſooner or later, every one comes to it, 
« and thoſe inſenſible hearts have their 
« times for loving as well as others. 
« As to me, continued ſhe, all I have 
to ſay to you is, that if I was in your 
5 « place, 
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« place, I ſhould be very much pleaſed 

ce with him, and that you ought by no 

« means to deſpiſe him. Conſider, he 

c has a great deal of deſert, and all other 

« qualifications that ought to recom- 
«© mend him to your notice. 

. 

* Who would not have thought, by 

* this diſcourſe of the Vice-Queen, 

te that ſhe was really in earneſt; and 

« who would have miftruſted her after 


the ſeveral favours that ſhe was daily 


«« heaping upon me? I know not whe- 
« ther I was in the wrong or no, but I 


was juſt going to unſay before her all 


* that J had juſt ſaid againſt the mar- 
quis, and to own to her that I had 
already formed the fame opinion 
« which the ſeemed: willing to inſpire 
© me with; but modeſty with-held me, 


and I thought my reputation was 


Da: concerned 
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concerned to let my lover ſpeak to 


me before | owned the 2 he 
„had me | 


166 1 mill = not * before you that la- 
dy 's deſign exactly, becauſe I myſelf 
* could never rightly comprehend 
te what it was; but, as' far as 1 could 
“judge, from what followed, it was 
through jealouſy that ſhe had queſ- 
*£ tioned me in the manner abovemen- 
«tioned, in order to endeavour to diſ- 
cover whether there were not ſome 
„ beginnings of tenderneſs in my heart 
$ for the marquis. She had often ſeen 
us together; and knowing, from ex- 
tc perience, that it was almoſt ,impoſ- 
5 ſible to be frequently with fo accom- 
6 plithed a young gentleman without 
“ being greatly prejudiced in his be- 
ce half, ſhe did not doubt but that 7 
« had 
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« had relinquithed -my for mer 'inſenſi- 
« bility in his favour, But obſerving by 


© my anſwers that I perſiſted in the 
* ſame indifference to him as to all 


" other men, her jealouſy gave place to 
« the policy of love, and,the was for 


* having.me contract a kind of inti- 


“ macy with him, which might ſerve 
0 her for a pretence to ſſee him as often 


te as, ſhe pleaſed. This I believe was 


dhe; motive of her acting in that 


* manner, and of her telling! me that 


« if I had any intention to begin a love 


d affair, I could not poſſibly fix upon a 
more proper object. 


* did not now oppoſe her as I had 


* done at the beginning of this conver- 
* {ation , I only told her, that freedom 


* was ſo valuable a treaſure, that if the 
«'preſervation of it depended on me 
D 5 & alone, 
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58 THE CAPTIVE. 

| « alone, I would not give it up for any 
s conſideration whatſoever ; but fince 
% women were not intended to enjoy it 


g all their lives, however diſagreeable 
* in ſome reſpects it might prove, I 


« ſhould conform to the advice of my 
« friends, and would blindly: follow the 
4 directions of thoſe who had a right 
« ſo to do. Upon this ſhe took me in 
„ her arms, and told me, that if all 
women were of my opinion, it would 
be happy for them indeed; that, 
* however, it was her advice to ſuffer 
ce the marquis's. viſits ſometimes, 


« But, madam, faid I interrupting; 
« her, has he aſked your leave? She 
* ſmiled at the queſtion, and told. me 


that 1 need not trouble myſelf much 


% about that; that I might believe 
60 the propoſal did not come from her, 
on and, 


cc 


(e 
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« and' that the marquis himſelf had at 
4 leaſt a great ſhare i in it. 


* 


«* You may imagine how delighted 


e was at hearing this, eſpecially as 


e there was nothing that I defired ſo 


* much as the being beloved by him. 


This converſation: being ended, we 
ce parted; each of us with ſentiments 
every diſtant from the truth; ſhe ima- 


* gining that. I ſhould always remain 


ce inſenſible and be never brought to 
«feel the paſſion of love, and I per- 


«© ſuaded that what ſhe had ſaid was 
* out of kindneſs and 180 will towards 


„ me. 


This young lord began to ſhew 


c himſelf a good deal more frequently 


« at our houſe than before. The 


« friendſhip that ſubſiſted between him 
1 % and: 
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% THE CAPTIVE 
« "WEN Don Alphonſo, the Vi iceroy s 


« ſon, gave him a hearty welcome 
« whenſoever he pleaſed z and the 
« Viceroy himſelf having a great eſteem 


& for the Marquis, not only permitted 


« him very willingly to come to his 


« houſe, but engaged him by his con- 
6s tinual Kvilittes to cent! it. | peed 
bs «ASA 0 appearance the had. a + 
** {gn upon his heart, you may be ſure 
that ſhe forgot no inducement that 
could incite him to come thither 
ws « often. 


The firſt part of the time he 


« ſeemed wholly taken up in endea- 
« youring, to pleaſe me, but all af a 
6c ſudden the beginnings, of this paſſion 
« entirely diſappeared, and I became 
* ſenſible of 1 it with great aſtoniſhment 

: & at 


5 


_ 
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ee at 2 time when I expected it the 
« leaſt; and when I was preparing to 
« oive him an opportunity of declaring 


“his ſentiments to me, which I ima- 
Fc gined he had as yet ſmothered, either 


through reſpect or fear of diſpleaſing 
me. I could not conceive what could 
ebe the cauſe of ſo ſudden an alteration. 


He was abſent three whole days, and 


„ when he came he was quite indif- 


« ferent, and hardly vouchſafed to look 
e at me. You may gueſs at my cha- 


«prin. I was juſt going to aſk him 
© the reaſon of this behaviour, but was 
“immediately prevented by a riſing. 
pride. I looked upon theſe proceed- 


*% ings of his as a manifeſt breach of 


_ faith, and in a moment conceived a 
great. averſion for him, which in a 


« very little while 1 thoroughly re- 


T Fented of; for I did nothing but cry 
for 
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62 THE CAPTIVE. 


« for the ſpace of two days, and 
* complain of my love and weak- 


« neſs, 


cc The Vice-queen who perceived 
— my melancholy, although J uſed all 


** poſſible means to conceal great part 


« of my concern, aſked me the reaſon 


« of it: ſhe was pretty ſure in her 
« own mind of the cauſe of it, but ſhe 


« had a mind to have the malicious 


* pleaſure of hearing it from my- 
ol 


As till then I had no reaſon te 

« miſtruſt her, I did not wholly hide 
« the cauſe of my anxiety, and told her 
s no one had contributed more towards 
* jt than herſelf. She did not immedi- 
« ately underſtand me, or at leaſt pre- 
«tended that ſhe did not; upon which 
| | « ] exe 


6c 


in 
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J explained myſelf, and told her that 


&« the account ſhe had given me of the 
& Marquis had produced in me a diſ- 
*« poſition not to hate him. 


« You may well imagine that as. ſhe- 


was in reality my rival, though at. 


« that time I Knew nothing of the mat- 


« ter, this confeſſion of mine gave her 


great reaſon to triumph and to laugh 
« at. me inwardly: I muſt own I 
= ought to have known. better, but 
« the confidence that I had in her 
ee blinded. me extremely. And when 


„ think on ſeveral things which were 


« both done and ſaid, I cannot conceive. 


% how any one who had ſeen ſo much: 
« of life as I had, ſhould have ſo little 


- « diſcernment in.that affair as. I. then 
© ſhewed by my behaviour. However, 
« by length of time, I comforted my- 


« folf 
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6 THE CAPTIVE. 
_ «ſelf in ſuch a manner, that I began 


to think I grew every day leſs ſcn- 
< ſible of my misfortunes, - 


” wf 


« One day that the Viceroy gave an 


entertainment in his Sarden, having 


< ſeparated myſelf from the reſt of the 
we company in order to take a ſolitary 


„Walk in a retired grove, 1 ſaw my 


00 lover coming towards me. 1 then 


4 concluded that it was the effect of 

what the Vice queen had ſaid to him 
& that made him now come to ſeek a 

66 reconciliation with me, I know not 


Eg whether the diſdainful and ſolemn air 
4 with which I accoſted him did not 


« diſcourage. him a little, for he ſpake 
cc to me in a very trembling voice, and 
60 faid, that it was very ſtrange to ſee a 
cc perſon of my diſpoſition walking 
c alone, when there was ſo much com- 


_ © pany; 


22 


60 «fect of amorous Rough butfor x 


wh „ 
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« pany in the other parts of the garden; 


« that one might eafily account for 
« ſuch behaviour in other perſons, is one 
© might eaſily believe that it was the ef- 


\ SY 


N 


3 thin kü Sir, faid J. interrupting 
ec him, why, may not I be brought hi- 
« ther on that account as well as any 


one elſe? Alas! madam, replied- he, 


« every one knows you teo well to 


4 ſuſpect ANY ſuch matter 3 and: if it-is 
© poſſibleto love any thing itcan be only 


“ yourſelf, But, ſaid I, I ſuppoſe by 


'© yqur-reproaching: me in this manner, 
« you yourſelf are not inſenſible of that 


% paſſion: and indeed I have heard as 


© much. You have heard then, ma- 
dam, returned he, what is very true; 


« for it is à quality that I never denied, 


and leſs when in your company than 


[13 in 
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« in any one's elſe. In my company, 
4 ſaid I, you knew very well that I was 
« inſenlible. It is true madam, replied | 
« he, that I had heard ſo, but Kill I was 
 - © reſolved to try. There is no know. 
* ing, ſaid I, what one may be. All 
«.of us have our particular times and 
tc ſeaſons. I could not ſay this with- 


* bluſhing a little, and he was go- 


« ing to make me ſome reply when 
ce the Vice-queen, who loſt ſight of us 
&« as little as poſſible, came and inter- 
© rupted us unſeaſonably enough, 


& ] would lay a good wager, ſaid 
ie the ſmiling, that you were talking 
of love. It is very true, replied I, 
ic we were diſcourſing about a reproach 
* that the Marquis has been making 
© me of my inſenfibility, He has 
e great reaſon, returned the Vice- queen, 

to 
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te to reproach you, ſince he is the moſt 
&« amorous man himtelf that J ever 
« heard of. If you did not know it 
& before, I now give you warning of 
« it, and whenever you are at leiſure I 
« can inform you of fome particulars. 


] believe I am ſufficiently his friend, 


« ſaid I, to be obliged to no one elſe 


« for information in this matter beſides 


te himſelf; and when we are alone I 


* know very well what complaints I 
te have to make upon that head. All 


« this was ſaid with an air of raillery, 
« whichdid not loſe its effect in the leaſt, 


« The next day, the Marquis, who 
probably had thought on what I had 


% ſaid to him, having found me alone 


by a window of the palace, from 
hence I was looking upon ſome 


« people that were trying of horſes, he 


© Came 


r * 
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( came up to me, and falling inſenſibly 
into the ſame diſcourſe that we had 
© the day before, he aſked me whether, 
56 notwithſtanding my inſenſibility, I 
ſhould be angry if any one ihould be 
40 exceſſively in love with me. I told 
© him that there were very few people 
ein the world from whom 1 could 
* bear it, and there was but one man 
cc j in that kingdom to whom 1 could ſor. 
give it. This I thought, was ſay. 
ing enough, and the look with which 
I could not help accompanying my 
words, confirmed but too well that he 
« was the perſon whom I meant, He 
« obſerved. it but took no advantage. 
66 I know very well, madam, faid he, that 
« an equality ir birth and great perſonal 
© merit are qualications that are. abſo- 
« hutely requiſite to the acquiſition of 
"0 your 
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« your eſteem, but the perſonT mean poſ- 
« ſeſſes theſe perfectly. As I found he 
« took this ſo contrary to my intention, 
4 had not patience to let him go on, 
e concluding, but too well, that it was 
« not in favour of himſelf that he had 
e made this declaration. The lover 
« that poſſeſſes the qualities of the 
« Marquis Grimaldi, ſaid I, would 
not perhaps diſpleaſe, but every other 
« would come rather late. I had no 
* ſooner ſpoke theſe words, but I re- 
e pented of what I had ſaid, and not 
« being willing to hear any more, in 
« the confuſion that I was in I retired. 
"Mm Heavens! cried he following me, 
© how miſerable then am I! miſera- 
ble! faid I, turning towards him. Is 
the eſteem that I have juſt owned for 
| « you the cauſe of it? Yes, madam, 
ir e ſa id he ſighing very deeply, that too 
3 precious 


e der to induce him to go on. Alas! 
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« precious and charming eſteem which 
« was told it was impoſſible to ac- 
« quire, and for which I would have 
« given every thing that I had in the 
« world. He then ſtopped. Well, 
« what of this eſteem, cried I, in or- 


„% madam, ſaid he, I have been un- 
« fortunately obliged to renounce it. 

« Fhad no ſooner heard theſe words, 
« but I ſtill kept on my way, looking 


« at him every now. and then in a « ox 
« manner that denoted my indignation, « wi 
fut finding that he ſtill followed me, «in 
«] made a ſignal to him with my hand « tal 
* to withdraw, not being able to ſpeak «H 
cc through the concern with which 1 «ro 
Arat affected. at? * CO 
wht” & lit 

of Wich what deſpair was I ſeized! « in 
8 « and how: uneaſy a night did I then 5 by 
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© paſs! Rage, ſhame, jealouſy and re- 


« pentance, ſeized hold of me at once. 
« ] perceived that I was laughed at and 
« betrayed. It made me ſo ill that 1 
« kept my bed ſeveral days. I de- 


« figned to ſpeak to- him once more, 


jn order to inform myſelf who 1t was 
« that had made him renounce me. 1 
« thought at firſt that it was Don Al- 
« phonſo, but I had a great mind to 
*« enquire how that had happened, and I 


expected every day to ſee him either 


* with his friend or the Vice-queen, 
«in order to have an opportunity of 
talk ing with him upon that ſubject. 
However, he did not come into my 
© room, although almoſt the whole 
« court did me that honour during the 
+ little time I was indiſpoſed, which 
te indeed ſurprized me a good deal ; 
„but, having heard him one day in 

66 the 
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« the antichamber, I ſent the gitl that 
t aited upon me to dſirè him to come 


and ſee me. The girl told me that 
e he would come preſently; but the 
« Vice- Queen, with whom he was 
& then, talking, prevented him,” which 
ce made me likewiſe very much aſto- 
* niſhed: but I was much more ſur- 
c prized a little afterwards, when I ſaw 
« them come together into my apart- 
« ment. He looked very pale and 
ce much altered, which contributed not 
& 2 little to moderate the reſentment 
« which I had . conceived againſt him, 


| bo although ko had no great reaſon al 
© that, time to attribute this paleneſs 


cx and alteration to my ſelf, 9 


7 


Jou ſee, madam, ſaid I to the 

Vice. Queen, as ſoon as I ſaw them 

come in together, that one is obliged 
| 50 to 


THE CAPTIVE. 7; 
« to ſend for this gentleman, if one 
« wiſhes to have the ſatisfaction of 
e converſing with him, It is a favour 
“] am not uſed to confer on any one, 
nor ſhould I have done it now, had I 
« any remains of eſteem left for him a 
« but fince I am informed from his own 
© mouth that he has been made to re- 
„ nounce it, you may be aſſured, ma- 
« dam, I am not much inclined to hin- 
« der him. It is true, anſwered the 
« Vice-queen, he does not deſerve 
your eſteem; but he is young and you 
* muſt pardon him. I will pardon him, 
ce rephed I; but it muſt be upon one 
condition, that he ſhall inform me 
« who the lady is who has had ſo abſo- 
« lute a power over his heart as to 
% make him flight my favour; and it 
“is for this alone I have now ſent for 
* him, He ſtood ſpeechleſs, and 

or. II. | E „ ſeeme] 
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* ſeemed much confounded: when turn- 


cc ing my eyes towards the Vice-queen 
cc to aſk her the reaſon of this ſilence, l 
c found her, if poſſible, more at a loſs 
% than he was. I was juſt going to 
© ſpeak, when he roſe up and ſaid, with 
= great perplexity, I will ſatisfy you 
cc hereafter, madam, in the point you 
& require; but pardon me if I decline 
« to do it now, as the preſent time is 
ec not altogether ſo proper. _Hereafter! 
repeated I, with great emotion, and 
ce why not now? Is this the lady who 
<* hinders you? If ſo, you know I con- 
< ceal nothing from her. If it is me, 


ac anſwered the Vice-queen, I will re- 
tire, and leave you to your full liber- 


*ty, With theſe words ſhe withdrew 
* to a window in great diſorder, which 
« excited my curiofity more than ever 


vc to hear what the Marquis had to tel! 


ll 
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&« me, for which reaſon I did not ſay 


any thing to prevent her from retir- 


« ing. The Marquis, however, did 
« not explain himſelf any further, but 
put a letter into my hand, which I 
6 made no ſcruple to take, as I expected 
« to find in it the ſecret which TI ſo 
much wanted to know. She imme- 
* diately withdrew without ſaying a 
« word, 


«© The Vice-queen then came up to 
«© me, and ſaid, well, madam, what 
«© makes the Marquis go away, without 
* diſcovering the perſon you have ſo 


much reaſon to hate? But I will tell 


you, and perhaps you will be ſome- 
* what ſurpriſed when informed thay 
« it is myſelf, I let her go on, 
« for in the aſtoniſhment into which 


ce this confeſſion had thrown me, I was 


VT not 
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© not ſufficient miſtreſs of myſelf to 
cc make her any rational anſwer, You 
© muſt know, faid ſhe, that, after hav- 
ce ing told me one day that the great 
cc regard which he had for my ſon hav- 
ing obliged him in a manner to give 
cc gyer all thoughts of you, and, in 
40 conſequence of that, having attached 
& himſelf to another lady, I aſked him, 


4 who it could poſſibly be. Upon 


which he was ſo inſolent as to tell 
&« me, that I myſelf was the perſon, [ 


« treated him in the manner that you 
© may eafily imagine I ſhould do up- 
on ſuch a declaration. I concluded 


« that he had taken advantage of the 
„ complaiſance with which I had hi- 
« therto treated him; but as I ſaw him in 
« à little time return to a right behaviour, 
ce] abated of my rigour, having a mind 
5 to let him ſee that he wronged him- 


66 ſelf 
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6 ſelf greatly, and that he ought not to 
have given up, in the manner which 
« he had done, the eſteem of a young 
« Jady, who was every way ſo deſerv- 
* ing of him; and that, beſides, he ſpent 
& his time very ill in addreſſing him- 
« ſelf to me who did not deſire to be 
* engaged | in wy matters of that kind. 


« I knew very well the character 
ce and diſpoſſtion that were o peculiar 
* to the Vice-queen, and having had 
time, all the while ſhe was ſpeaking, 
4 to recover from my ſurpriſe, and to 


obſerve the emotions of her counte- 


© nance, I did not doubt 1 in the leaſt of 
« her aun. gh 


ce Madam, faid I, very ſeriouſly, 


* this was engaging in my intereſt more 
„ warmly than either I deſerved, or 
E 3 „„ 
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even deſired. Vou had already told 


„me that, if you were in my place, 
* the Marquis would have been very 


« agreeable to you; and the ſacrificing 


„him, when he preferred you to me, 
<« was going a great way indeed. One 
* of us moſt certainly is deceived, and 


© betrayed: which of us it is perhaps 


& this note will inform us, which I have 
« juſt now received. 


= The Vice-queen, much aſtoniſhed 
cc at what I had been ſaying, aſked' me 


whether it came from the Marquis. 


& I told her it did, and that the only 
«© reafon why I took: it was, in hopes 
ce that it might give ſome inſight into 


<« this affair. Alas! faid ſhe, hat 


e dependence can you have upon 2 
ic man who is continually changing; 


and who will 3 ſay to you one 


_ minute 
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« minute what he has already told me 
« the minute before? The eagerneſs I. 
ce felt to read this note was the reaſon, 
ce that I did not make any anſwer to 
c what ſhe had been ſaying. The 
ti contents of it were as follows: 


HO unhappy a ſituation is it for 


& one, in ſo great an embarraſ- 
* ment as I am, to be obliged to follow 
© other emotions than thoſe which his 


on heart would adviſe him to! No- 
© thing ever equalled the ardency of the 


* affection which I have felt for you» 
ce ever ſince the firſt day that [ had kli 


« pleaſure of ſeeing you; and, indeed, I 


© may with great confidence affirm, 
ce that my paſſion has not had the leaſt in- 
« termiſſion, notwithſtanding the many 
«© promiſes which I have been obliged 
* to make to the contrary, But the 
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notion of your inſenſibility having 


been artfully inſtilled into me by per- 


ſons who, I thought, could not have 


* the leaſt view in endeavouring to de- 


5 ceive me, took from me all hopes of 
« being able to acquire .vour eſteem; 
* and this obliged me to have recourſe 
«© to ſome more indulgent fair, as [ 
* imagined, not through inconſtancy, 


but to cure me of a paſſion, the con- 


ce ſequences or hien Bus greatly a3 
e prehenſive of. Thoſe who adviſed 
© me to it offered me, at the ſame time, 
ce their ſervice and aſſiſtance; and in- 
te deed their complaiſance was ſuch, 


* conſidering the rank which they held 


& in life, that I could not poſſibly have 


Cc refuſed them, even if I had not ſtood 
«* in need of their offer. But, madam, 


ce there are certain evils which are in- 
« curable, and, thoſe which your eyes 


& have 
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« have been productive of, are of that 


4 nature, If to have had a thought of 


« breaking my chains is a fault, give 


me leave to aſſure you that I ſuffer 


« infinitely greater tortures than you 
« yourſelf would with to inflict. And: 


s indeed, I know not what effect the: 


* remorſe for having loſt ſo much time 


would have, if I had not ſome hopes 


« of repairing it for the future. Per- 
© mit me then to return to you more- 
« jn love than ever, and let a hearty N 
* repentance blot out the ill impreſſion 
that you may perhaps have imbibed 
*of my inconſtancy ; for however 


© inſenfible you may be, I am deter- 
© mined to die in your ſervice. 
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« Oh the traitor, cryed the Vice- 


te Queen, doth he dare then to defend 
can inconſtancy which is ſo plain; and 


* doth he endeavour to lay the blame 


f his own weakneſs upon others? 
* He ought, madam, ſaid I, (without 
« any emotion) to be heard in his own 
« defence. If you have a mind to be 
&« preſent, we will ſend for him in 
*urder to ſee how he will clear him- 


${elf from what is laid to his charge. | 


«T he preſent | faid ſhe; all I have 
« done in the affair is entirely upon 
« your account. I have told you the 
*truth, and after that you are to act in 
« what manner you think proper, If 
% however, you would take my advice, 


« think you ſhould ſee him no more. 


That cannot be, madam, ſaid I, and if 


it were only to know who the per- 
_ ſons are that he makes mention of in 


the 
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6 note, I ſhould not be able to help 
« ſeeing him once more, and then I 
« ſhould be left at liberty to act accord- 
ing to my own diſcretion, I had 
_ « ſcarce ſaid this when I ſaw him come 
into the room. 


6c ſuppoſe he imagined that the 
e Vice-queen would not ſtay long with 
« me after he was gone, and the impa- 
« tience that he had to know the ſuc- 
* ceſs of his note, or perhaps the de- 
_ « fire of informing me of the ſeveral 
* particulars which I wanted to know, 
* was the reafon of his return, He 
e was much ſurpriſed at ſeeing us ſtill 
© together, I found he was Juſt 


going back again, but I deſired him 
4 to Gaye 


T6: The 
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« The Vice- -queen, embarrafled a good 
« deal by the arrival of the Marquis, 
« and by the apprehenſions that ſhe 
had of my forcing him to elear up 


e this matter, got up immediately, and 
85 taking him by the hand, I have, faid: 


& ſhe, turning at the ſame time towards 


4. me, ſomething very particular to fay 
« to him; afterwards you may ſay what 
« you pleaſe to him concerning your 


« doubts, I let them go- out without 


« ſaying a ſyllable, and expected in- 
« deed to have ſeen the marquis return; 
but in vain, for he did not make. his 
2 appearance all that day. 


« | was well enough to have ap- 
te peared at court, but as there was 


„to be a ball at night I pretended 
c to be ſtill indiſpoſed and went thi- 


* ther in a maſk, in. order to have an 


OPPOT- 
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« opportunity of ſpeaking to the Mar- 
& quis. My deſign did. not ſucceed, 
„for he was not there. By going 
% backwards and forwards continually 
in ſearch of him, F was at length 
known by the Vice queen, who, al- 

© larmed at this diſguiſe, followed me 
« when I went out of the ball- room, 
«even into my own apartment. 


& Well, ſaid ſhe, what news from. 
ce the Marquis? Nay, madam, re- 
* plied I, you are the fitteſt perſon to 
«anſwer that queſtion .yourſelf, for I. 


5 have not ſeen him ſince yeſterday, 
«when you Was unwilling to truſt him 
« with me to clear up an affair of ſome 
00 importance, in my opinion. I think 
ce it is ſufficiently cleared up, ſaid ſhe: 
* How, madam, faid I interrupting her,: 
: of cag that be, ſince J have never 
« {cer 
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« ſeen him fince? And yet, ſaid ſhe, I 
* have heard that you were both maſked 
0 to night. 


15 The Vice-queen, whe had a mind 
eto quarrel with me, inſiſted that it 
vas true, upon which, without any 
* heſitation, I gave her my thoughts 
* of her pretty freely, which enraged 
her to the laſt degree, and made her 
1 ſay ſo many cruel and diſobliging 

* things that I could not help crying; 
« and being unwilling that ſhe ſhould 
ce be an eye witneſs of my weakneſs, 
« ] got up in order to retire to my 
« cloſet, 


ce Do you not want retirement, ſaid 
« ſhe, in order to meditate on the per- 
6 fections of * adorable Marquis; 
Jon: © Or 


THE CAPTIVE, 87 
or rather, faid ſhe, in order to add 
e railing to railing, are you not going 
„ to your cloſet to meet him? What 
e you have been ſaying, madam, re- 
« plied I, is altogether ſo unworthy 
„ both of you and me, that paſſion 
alone could be capable of inſpiring 
« you with ſuch a thought. How do 
© know, ſaid ſhez why ought I to have 
* more confidence in you than you have 
« in me? and upon that ſhe took a light 
« and went towards the cloſet. I ſaw 
4 her do it, and ſaw it with a contempt 
and indifference that provoked her 
« much more than any thing I could 
& have ſaid to her. She only acted in 
that manner in order to mortify me, 
64 not imagining the ſhould find what 
« ſhe pretended to look for. However, 
* by the moſt unlucky accident in the 
* world, and without my knowing any 
thing 
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ee thing of the matter, the Marquis was 
* found in the cloſet. She ſaw him as 
* ſoon as ſhe opened the door, and the 
c noiſe that ſhe made thereupon, cauſed 
« me to turn my head that way, and as 
«ſoon as J perceived what was the mat- 
„ ter, I fell down in a ſwoon. The 
« Marquis, ſeized either with a true or 
_ * feigned concern, threw himſelf at my 
« feet, and could not help weeping. I 
could not tell what the Vice. queen 
& had ſaid to him, but one of my wo- 
men who came to my aſſiſtance in- 
formed me, that ſhe went out in a 


- 
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great fury. 


* When I was recovered from my 
& {woon, I perceived the Marquis on 
ee his knees, with a countenance ſo 
« full of concern that more than half 
4 of my anger ſubſided, 1 5 


e What. 
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«© What have you done ſaid I, you 
have infallibly ruined me. Go, and 
« return not till you have fully juſtified 
« me to the Vice-queen. He aſſured 
«© me that he had already done it, and 
* that I had not the leaſt reaſon to be 
« afxaid, and that the Vice-queen was 
« convinced that I had nothing to do 
= in the affair. He told me that ſhe 
had had my room watched ſo narrow- 
ly that roching, could come Out or in 


without her knowledge, and that that 


* was the true reaſon of his not having 
«© been to ſee me before; but that having 
« obſerved there was no watch that 
night, he had ventured to get into 
« my chamber, and for fear any: body 
might ſee him and give notice of it to 
© the Vice-queen, he had hid himſelf in 
* my cloſet, which he had found open, 


« All 
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« All this ſtory was told with ſuch an 
* air of ingenuouſneſs that it appeaſed 
me a little. I forbade him ever ſery- 
ing me in that manner a ſecond time, 
4e and whatever pleaſure I might find 
* in his converſation, I deſired him to 
a: take his leave for the preſent. 


c I dwell e too much on par- 
<« tioulars, ſaid Charlotte. Oſmyn 


having aſſured her that the circumſtan- 


ces ſhe had mentioned were extremely 
intereſting, ſhe continued her narration 
in the following manner. 


The Vice- queen, having quarrelled 
ee with me, and having a thouſand rea- 


« ſons for not being pleaſed with the 


ce Marquis, who viſited me continually, 
cc notwithſtanding her endeavours to 


the contrary, "ou my eaſily believe 
| wg that 
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« that ſhe ſpent her time very diſagree- 
e ably. I gave the Marquis to under- 
« ſtand as ſoon as I ſaw him, that, if 
« he intended to pleaſe me, he muſt in- 
« form me of all his proceedings with 
e the Vice-queen : but he intreated me 
“ fo earneſtly to excuſe him, that his 
« diſcretion got the better of my curio- 


_ *fity, and I even eſteemed him the 
% more for it. However, he did not 


te conceal from me that the Vice-queen 


te was the perſon he had ſpoken of in 


« the note, _ : 


„ She wanted very much to recom- 
« cile: herſelf to us, and having found 
« out a plauſible pretence, ſhe ſent me 
* word, by one of her waiting women, 
ce that ſhe ſhould be very glad to ſee 
«me. I did not fail going to her. 
She received me very affably, for ſhe 

; TR * was 
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« was a perfect miſtreſs of the art of 


« diffimulation; and, after ſome com- 40 
* pliments, took me into her cloſet, 6 
© where, having begun her diſcourſe cc 
© with a deep figh, well my dear Iſa- cc 
6e bella, ſaid ſhe, are you ſtill enraged 66 
« againſt me? I am extremely ſorry, cc 
© madam, faid I, that you have given 
« me an opportunity. Are you wil- 60 
ling, ſaid ſhe, that we ſhould entirely Wl « 
e drop what is paſt, and that I. ſhould 60 
4. give you undoubted proofs of the cc 
e fſincerity of my friendſhip for you? 40 
* ſhould with it extremely, madam, Wh « 
ce replied I, Come tell me honeſtly, at 
«« ſaid ſhe; ſuppoſe the Marquis Gri- . 
* maldi was propoſed to you as a huſ- 0 
ce band, are you ſufficiently fond of lot 
« him not to give him a denial? O 


* This « 
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« This queſtion ſeemed a little ſuſ- 
« picious; ſhe finding by the manner 
« ] received it that I was on my guard, 
« do not ſpeak to you, contiuued ſhe, 
ec as a rival, which you have heretofore 


« imagined me to be, but as a friend; 


« and if you are really in earneſt in ac- 
« cepting this propoſal, you may be 
« aflured that its taking effect depends 


only upon yourſelf, Here is a letter 


« that the Viceroy has wrote to your 


_ « father on that ſubject, upon the Mar- 


« quis's earneſt entreaty ; and as your 


« father has great confidence in the 


« Viceroy, I do not doubt but this af- 


“ fair will be brought to a happy con- 


* clufion. The Marquis” (ſaid Char- 
lotte continuing her narrative to 
Oſmyn) “ had aſked my leave to men- 
tion it to the Viceroy, and having 


R underſtood, therefore, by this letter, 


cc that 
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ce that they were really in earneſt in 


cc endeavouring to marry me to a man 
ce who had all the accompliſhments I 


« defired, it gave me abundant ſatisfac- 
5 tion, which however I kept to my- 
« ſelf as much as I could; miſtruſting 
"PR always a happineſs which proceeded 


* from one whom it coſt too dearly 


tc not to repent of it. I thanked her 


oc however in the moſt tender and grate- 


“ ful manner that words could expreſs; 


« and when we parted, we embraced 


ce each other in ſo loving a manner, 


ce that it ſhould ſeem that we had never 


< been better friends in our lives. 


Upon my return, I found the 


«* Marquis waiting for me in my room, 


cf and who, with looks of infinite com- 
© placency, told me the news of our 


on Ng: union, and of the per- 
& miſſion 


— — — 
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E miſſion granted him by the Viceroy 
to vifit me without reſtraint. I told 


« him that I had been informed of 
« theſe ſeveral particulars from a per- 
« ſon that he would not eafily gueſs 


«and thereupon related the conver- 


* ſation that the Vice-queen and I had 
“had together. 


«The liberty granted the Marquis 


« of viſiting me whenſoever he would, 


having increaſed the affection that we 
{© had for each other, it degenerated at 


length into a tender familiarity, He 


e grew bolder than he ought to have 
* been, or than it was prudence in me 


«to ſuffer. We were fo thoroughly 


„ convinced of our mutual fidelity to 


« each other, that we had not the leaſt 


« diſtruſt. But alas! this oftentimes | 


proves a very dangerous ſnare. The 
= Marquis, 
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% Marquis, like all other lovers impa- 


tient for the poſſeſſion of the perſon 


** they are in love with, and fearing 
ce that ſomething might happen in the 
“ mean time to blaſt his hopes, gave 
c me to underſtand, in the midſt of 
* ſome little freedoms which I indulged 
&* him in, that he ſhould have been glad 
< to have been indebted to me alone for 
ee what he was now taught to hope for 
from my father; and that indeed if ] 


loved him in the degree I profeſſed, 


6e ] had now an opportunity of ſhew- 

ce ing it. I pretended not to under. 
« ſtand what he meant, but by degrees 
ehe ſpoke ſo plain that he left no room 
- & for any farther equivocation, inſo- 
c much that I was obliged either to be 
« angry with him, or to defend myſelf 
* with reaſons againſt making any ſuch 
„ conceſlions, 1 choſe the latter me- 

| es thod, 


ce 
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« thod, not being able to be angry with 
« one whom J loyed, but I did not get 


ce the better. Reaſoning in love is 


dangerous. The ſtruggle, however, 


« laſted long enough to make me think 
« that I had ſacrificed ſufficiently to my 
« yanity ; but at length I was obliged 
* to ſurrender : and indeed I thought 


„ there was no occaſion for uſing ſo 


much reſerve towards one who had 
c already engaged his honour to the 
« Viceroy to marry me, and on whom 
+ I could not heſitate relying, on ac- 
© count of the numberleſs proteſtations 
« which he made every day to me. 


He was to come one evening into 
cc my room, about an hour after every 
one elſe was in bed; and becauſe my 
cc apartment was near the Vice-queen's, 
where I uſed to go whenever I had a 
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* mind, 
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« mind, I told bim that I would leave 
* the door open, entreating him at the 
« {ame time not to make any noiſe for 
* fear he ſhould be heard. 5 


* You ſee Oſmyn that I do not con- 
& ceal any circumſtances from you: 


ce and although many things might be 
ce < alledged i in extenuation of my fault, 


yet I cannot even now relate the af- 


cc fair without bluſhing, for I muſt own 


that if I had been more diſcreet, I 


% ſhould not have been ſo unhappy as 


I am at preſent. | 

© The Viceroy was that day gone 
*© out of town, and every thing ſeemed 
© to me to fayour our deſign; but, alas! 
E what I fooliſhly accounted happineſs, 
« turned out to my deſtruction. T he 


hour appointed at laſt came, and 1 
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6e heard a man treading ſoftly in 
« my room. I thought it was my lo- 


ce ver, and received him as ſuch, for he 


« was. dreſſed juſt in the ſame ſuit of 


that day. We paſſed part of the 


&« night in an amorous ſilence, when at 
« length by chance he fell aſleep. 


« As 1 found myſelf a little indiſ- 
6 poſed, I wanted ſome light; and in 


. order to that I ventured to go into the 


« Vice-queen's apartment, adjoining to 
e mine, where there was a taper kept 
6% burning all night. I opened the 
« door, and was much ſurprized, upon 


approaching the table whereon the 


light ſtood, at peeping in the bed 
« whoſe curtains were quite -undrawn 
on account of the exceſſive heat, to 
« ſee a man aſleep laying by her in 
hoot.” ES « his” 


100 THE CAPTIV E. 


46 his clothes. I found myſelf much em- 


« barraſſed to know whether I thould 


© return or not; but neceſſity getting 
« the better; I went and lighted my 


“candle, and being deſirous of know- 
ing who this happy lover was, I 


c viewed him, and obſerved he had the 
« dreſs of the Marquis Grimaldi, This 
adventure quite confounded me, and 
ee had I not been almoſt aſſured that 1 
ic had juſt left him in my room, I do 
c not know what I ſhould have done, 
ce This circumſtance incited my curio- 
“ ſity more than ever. I examined the 

man very attentively, and found him 
« to be of the ſame ſize and have the 
« ſame hair, alſo, as the marquis. As 
ce to his face, I could not ſee that, be- 
c“ cauſe the Vice-queen hid it with her 
arm. I was ſeized with a great tre- 
* mor. I then went into my owh 
Fn > ——_ 
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« zoom ; but What was my agel 
„ment, when I beheld the marquis 
ce there too, or at leaſt I believed him 
« to be ſuch. But examining a little 
«cloſer I found that I had been de- 
« ceived, and that it was in reality Don. 
“ Alphonſo. I laid bold of his ſword 
& which he had left upon the table; 
« and pauſing which of the traitors I 
* ſhould begin with, I concluded that 
« the marquis was moſt to blame, and 
* that therefore he ought to be the firſt 
« ſacrifice to my juſt vengeance, I 
ie accordingly went into the other room, 
but the noiſe having awakened Don 
7 * Alphonſo, who ſaw me go into his 
e mother's room with a drawn ſword, 
got up all of a ſudden, and running 
** after me, took hold of my arm, juſt 
* at the. inſtant that I was going to 
EY « plunge 


kern 
«plunge it into the traitor's breaſt. 
« He was much aftoniſhed himſelf to 
&ſce' tlie marquis in bed with his mo- 
ther. A fit of fury ſeizd him; and 
«he was going, through a different 


c motive indeed, to execute the ven- 


4 geance-which 1 had intended; when 


«I'm my turn intreated him, and 
« throwing myſelf upon him, ſaid, this 


«{troke is not reſerved for thee thou 


« traitor. Tou ſhall not have the plea- 
« ſire to avenge yourſelf the firſt, - 
0 The ſound of theſe words, and the 


e buſtle we made, awakened the Vice- 
queen and marquis; who, imagining 


kee Don Alphonſo was going w Kill 


„ him, put himſelf upon the defenſive. 


4 left them in this confuſion, hoping 


© that they would avenge me of their 
o mutual perfidy; and going into my 
© ' © room, 
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&« room, the door of which I bolted to- 
« wards the Vice-queen's apartment, I 
« took what I' had of value in money 
« and jewels, and went out through the 
ce other, running through the ſtreets as 
ce jf 1 had been mad, in order to look 
for a felucca that might convey me 
« whereſoever my deſpair ſhould direct. 
« I was fortunate enough not to find 
« any ready, My impatience would 
& not permit me to ſtay till they could 
© get one, and I was afraid that my 
c preſence would ſoon be miſſed, and 
s that they would fend to ſeek after 
c me, to recall me to a court where 
J had rather die than appear. But 
e at laſt after much trouble I found a 
little bark that was going to fail to 
Barcelona. I did not care whither 
was going, provided it were at a 
54 « diſtance 
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* diſtance from Italy, and that it were 


in my power to conceal both my 


* name and birth; ſo that I embarked 
jn it without the leaſt heſitation, 


* need not tell you the melancholy 
« reflections that employed my thoughts 
sat that time, during the ſpace of two 


« or three days that I was quite alone: 
« but on the fourth, I was interrupted 


« by a freſh attack of misfortune ; for, 
all of a ſudden, I heard by break of 
« day a great outcry of the ſailors, I 


*« thought that we were juſt going to be 


© ſwallowed up in ſome quickſand, but 


« upon enquiry, I found that ſome 
6 Turkiſh gallies were chacing us: in 


about an hour after they came up 
with us and took us. 


> OS | bite 
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L ] bore this laſt misfortune with per- 
« fect tranquillity and compoſure, which 
« aſtoniſhed all that beheld it. I was 
« only in fear of my perſon, as I was 
« fallen into the hands of a very bar- 
«© barous. people, whe ſhew little or no 
10 regard to the tenderneſs of our ſex. 
« However, whether I was more fortu- 
„nate in this than others, or whether 
N they had more reſpect for one Who 
* appeared to be of no mean condition, 
« I may truly ſay that, except their 
« firſt coming in, which was a little 
* rough, they. having broke open 
© the door of the room in which I 
« lay, I was much better treated than 
« I expected. As ſoon as the. ſoldiers. 
* ſaw me, not one of them attempted 
« to come in. The captain was the 

50 8905 perſon who took that liberty : 
3 6 he: 
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4 he aſked me very civilly i in Tealian 
& 0 I was, and whither I was going, : 


% concealed from him my true name 
6 and quality, and told him that my 
« name was Charlotte, and that 1 
% was going to my father at Barcelona, 
8 who was in the King of "Spain? 8 ſer- 
6 vice there. 1 then put into his hands 


« 4 little caſket where my money and 


« jewels. were; and in order to induce 
Co him to be favourable 0 me, 1 told 
18 * him that its contents were worth 
10 twenty thouſand crowns, which was 
« indeed the truth; that it was. in my 


<c power to have thrown it into the fea, | 


« as the ſeamen had done all their mer- 
_ «« chandize, but that 1 kept it as a pre- 
« ſent for him: Ss only deſired i in re- 


2 turn 1 that he would commit me to the 
| * : 110 \y 
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« cuſtody of ſuch people as would not 
« uſe me ill. He promiſed me he 
« would, and deſired me at the ſame time 


«© Hot to fay 2 word about the cafket, 


" affuring me that I ſhould have a ſhare 
« of it when we came to Tunis. I was 


* extremely glad of this circumſtance, 
not out of hope of having any of my 


« jewels reſtored me, but becauſe this 


„ ſecret made me in a manner ufeful, 
and neceffary to the captain, and 


te that by this means, I ſhould be much 
better taken care ef; and indeed I 


© had no reaſon to complain, He 


carried me on board his own galley, 


„where he gave me his cabin till we 


* landed at Tunis. I fell to the Dey's 


lot, who gave me to his wife. This,“ 
continued Charlotte, © has been the 


2 3 lot of a girl who was born 


F 6 in 
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< in the ſplendour that you know, and 
© muſt recollect very well.” 


; The Turk, who. knew her family 


perfectly well, could not. ſufficiently 
wonder at the hardneſs of her deſtiny; 
and aſſured her that it ſhould not be 
his fault, if ſhe was not happier for 
the remainder of her life. Char- 
lotte thanked him in the beſt manner 
ſhe could; and was extremely com- 
forted that, in the midſt of all her 
misfortunes, ſhe had met with one 


perſon entirely devoted to her ſer- 


vice, and of whoſe fidelity ſhe 
could not entertain the leaſt ſuſpi- 
cion. 9 7 


: Oſmyn left her a little comforted, 
and promiſed to come and fit with 


her 


=... AL 
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her part of the ſucceeding night, 
being obliged to- be with the Prince, 

' whoſe ſervant he was in the day- 
time. Þ< | | 


* 
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O SMN being come home was 
much ſurpriſed at his Moriſcoe's 


not being returned. He went to bed 

very uneaſy, for fear he ſhould have 

| met with ſome unlucky accident; and 

* as in the preſent ſituation of affairs, it 

might have been of dangerous conſe- 

= quence to him to have it ſuſpected that 

| he correſponded with the Dey, he re- 
pented of having expoſed himſelf to the 

5 poſſibility of a diſcovery. The Moriſ- 

| coe, at length by his arrival, quieted 

| | his fears, and told him the reaſon of his 

| having 
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haviog been delayed ſo long. Oſmyn 
took the Dey's letter and read it; 
and without waiting till it was later, 
it being now at the point of day, he 
ſent back bis flave; becauſe the time 
Preſent was meh more yon chan the 
_— . IV 
ny The: Dey was xi ſurprized 
at the Moriſcoe's quick return; but as 
ſoon as he knew the reaſon, he was not 
ſorry in the leaſt. He hid him in his 

tent; and as ſoon as it was night, heſent 

for 'the General of the gallies, who 
was” bis e n e 10 con- 
fident, [12 


"4 Siffieds, Gas ds bla with an 8 
air of great embarraſſtent, what 


15 would you ſay to me if L were to af- 
. 999 „ * ſure 
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* ſure you, that I'am- going to 1 this 


0 _ at Tunis: ce 
| | „ of cc 
e « ] ſhould 167 replied the Genera], 6 
< that you have too much diſcretion to . 
<« run ſo great a hazard, unleſs the 6c 
4 friends that we have there have pro- 
© miſed to open the gates to you, and 
* you have a mind to involve: your file 
* country in reis the me 
6. You Jo not lt; me,” re- ral 
plied the Dey. © When I tell you that 
4% I have a mind to lay at Tunis to | 
< night, it is not with an intention to gre 
< produce all that confuſion, which the on 
« execution of juſt vengeance would Ex 
© moſt infallibly effect; no, I am wil- 45 t 
c ling: to ſpare the blood of my friends, 60 f 
«« whom in the obſcurity of the night 71 
might be apt to confound with my 999 


"00 enemies. 


THE CAPTIV'E, $9 


« enemies. My deſign was to go at- 


« tended only by a Moriſ:oe whom I 
« have here; and to repair to Oſmyn, 
«© jn order to know what paſſes in the 
« Divan; then go into the caſtle, ſee 
„Charlotte and come back again,” 


The General liſtened to him with a 


ſilence which denoted his aſtoniſh- 
ment, He did not think it neceſſary 


to reaſon the Dey out of a deſign ſo 


raſh and hazardous, 


The Dey, who read in his looks 


great part of what he would have ſaid 


on the occaſion, reſumed, « ] own, 
* this behaviour is rather precipi- 
_* tate, and will even go ſo far as to con- 
e feſs that it is indiſcreet, nay farther, 
«* fooliſh, but no matter. And in or- 
* der to ſpare you the trouble of de- 

livering 
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« livering me your thoughts on this 
* occafion, I declare that I did not ſend 
« for you to know whether I ſhould 
put this defign into practice or not; 
« for 1 have already reſolved on the 


« execution of it. The ſtory I have | 
heard of my wife, her following the 


“ Chriſtian, and Charlotte's being with 
<« the Prince, are things that are beyond 
«© my conception. I muſt be an eye wit- 
« nefs of this, in order to the being 
bc convinced. And, in ſhort, to con- 
« ceal no part of the ſtory from you, 


* one of my main motives is the moſt 


3 


t ardent paſſion that ever man felt.” 
The Dey was then filent, in order to 
hear what Siffredi had to ſay, who, hav- 
ing held his eyes down to the ground 
for ſome time, lifted them up on a ſud- 
den towards Heaven, and ſaid, God 

«© preſerve 
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«c preſerve you from the misfortunes 
« which you ſeem to be ſo induſtriouſly 
« ſeeking ; but if it is thus decreed, 


you cannot avoid your deſtiny,” He 
then laid before him the ſeveral impedt- 


ments and dangers that he would meet 


with, even before he came to Oſmyn 


inſomuch that it was almoſt impoſſible 
for him to do any one of the things 


which he deſired ; that he would never 
be able to get into the caſtle without 
being known, and that it was hazard- 
ing too much for the ſake of ſeeing 
2 Chriſtian, to riſk the deſtruction of 


himſelf and friends. All theſe argu- 
ments were vain. The Dey did not 
ſo much as hear them with any we 
tience. 


himſelf as well 28 he could, and ſet out 
with 
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As ſoon as it grew dark he diſguiſed 
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with the Moriſcoe, who conduted him 


the ſame way that he had gone the night 


before. They entered the city without 
any obſtruction, unlcſs indeed that, when 


they were juſt come to Olmyn's houſe, 


they fell in with a party of the Divan, 


all ſworn enemies of the Dey; but who, 


by great good luck, did not know him, 
He was indebted for his preſervation 
to the Moriſcoe, who being a man of 
great peſence of mind, told thoſe who 


wanted to examine him, that he had 


got a man with him that was fick of the 
plague, whom he was carrying to a 
phyſician, Upon. this they retired, 


leaving the way open to him and the 


* 


Oſmyn, much ſurpriſed at ſeeing the 


_y come to 9 * Is it e 


60 lord, 
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« lord,” ſaid he, embracing him, © that 
„you have run this hazard?“ 


The Dey immediately burſt out a 
laughing; and, taking in good part what 


Oſmyn had ſaid to him, aſked him 


whether he had ever been in love; and 
whether he did not know that love had 


been the cauſe of men's committing 


great faults, and that they had been 
conſtantly excuſed upon that account. 


— 


But what ſignifies your love,“ 
replied Oſmyn, Is not the object 


* of your affection confined in the 
* caſtle ?” f 


2 Very true,” replied the Dey „but 
* fince ſhe is committed to your cuſ- 


« tody, it is not impoſſible for me to ſee 


of A | : 


Oſmyn 
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Oſmyn would fain have diſſuaded 
him from his deſign, but he ſucceeded 5 


no better than the General did. 


In 2 to ſee Charlotte it was ne- 


ceſſary that he ſhould go into the caſtle, 


which he could not do by night, be- 
cauſe then the gates were only opened 


to Oſmyn and the principal officers; 


nor was it much more practicable by 
day, for the ſtrictneſs with which they 
examined every one that offered to go 


in, was very great. However, notwith- 


ſtanding all theſe difficulties, the Dey 
reſolved to go; and the only invention 
Oſmyn could think of was, to put him 
in a ſack of meal, of which he was 
ordered to ſend a load to the caſtle the 


next 9 


Accord- 
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Accordingly on the morrow, the 


ſacks being ready, they put them into 


a cart, not forgetting the Dey, who 
was placed in as eaſy a poſture as the 
ſituation would admit of. The Moriſ- 
coe drove the cart, and Oſmyn walked 
before it. oe er were immediately 
opened; they did not take the trouble 
to examine the proviſions which the 
Prince's ſecretary conducted himſelf, 
ſo that he got ſafely into the ſtore- 
houſe; but Oſmyn, thinking it impro- 
per for him to go to Charlotte till it 
was dark, left him there all day, and 
Oſmyn took the key away in his 
pocket, Charlotte, who did not ſpeak 
to a ſoul all day, waited for night with 
great impatience, becauſe at that time 
Oſmyn uſed generally to come and 
comfort her; but the time of his com- 


"0 _ paſſed, ſhe was much diſ- 
turbed ; 
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turbed; when at laſt ſhe heard her room 
door open, and having got up to go 
and meet Oſmyn, © If you knew,” ſaid 
the, © what a perſon, in my fituation and 
« deſtitute of friends, ſuffers, you would 


«© not make me wait in the manner you 


have done.“ 


Oſmyn ſmiled, and hurry ing towards 
the Dey whom he had brought along 
with him, “Here is a man,” ſaid he, 
ec who will find means to comfort you, 
© and for whoſe ſake you will forgive 
* me for having made you wait.“ 


5 The Turk had not told the Dey 2 
ſyllable of Charlotte's having been his 
old acquaintance, nay he thought it im- 
proper to ſay any thing to him about it. 
Therefore he immediately on his en- 


trance ſhewed her the Dey, whom ſhe 
3 did 


fo fi. — — — 


of his diſguiſe. 


« Heavens!” cried the when ſhe 
diſcovered him, “is it you, my lord? 
« Alas! whither are you come to ſeek 
« for an unhappy woman that has al- 
© ready given you but too much con- 
ec gern! 


« It is no difficult matter,” ſaid the 
Dey, © to forgive a perſon that one 
loves: but is it poſſible that you are 
* here, and have given up your place 
© to the Sultana ? Tell me whether ſhe 
** 1s the perſon that has betrayed you, 
* or whether Mr. Cliſſord was the 
e traytor, As to myſelf, when I call 
« to mind the ſeveral circumſtances of 
* his departure, and that it was not at 


« all his fault, that the Sultana was not 
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did not know for ſome time, by reaſon 
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« diſcovered, ſince I myſelf prevented 


„his taking off her cloak, which he 
e would otherwiſe have done; I cannot 


c jn the leaſt ſuſpect him of being privy 
&« to the cheat.“ 


„Mr. Clifford,“ ſaid Charlotte, 
% neither went away as a traitor nor as 
« my lover: the only thing I have 
« reaſon to complain of is my ill for- 
e tune. It is now high time that you 
„ ſhould be let into the whole affair, 
« The Sultana, more ſenfible of the 


e good qualities of the Chriſtian than 


1 was, was willing to make a lover 
of him; but you have only your- 


„ ſelf to thank for this, who fur- 


© niſhed her with ſuch frequent oppor- 
* tunities of ſo doing.” 
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never deſigned doing any ſuch 
« thing,” replied the Dey; “however, 
] can caſily forgive this to a woman 
« for whom I had not the leaſt regard; 
« but the treaſon of the Chriſtian is 


** baſe beyond expreſſion, who, not- 


« withſtanding the many favours that 
„ was continually heaping upon him, 


« preſumed to violate the laws of hoſ- 


« pitality.” 


« 'The Sultana,” replied Charlotte, 


was too fine a woman not to be able 
 **to corrupt the molt faithful man liv- 
« ing, and I know not what you your- 
« ſelf might have done in ſuch a caſe, 


* if ſhe had been any body's wife but 
* your own. She paſſionately deſired 
© to ſee the Chriſtian; you introduced 
© him into the ſeraglio, and ſhe ſaw 
„ kim, He was well made, the loved 

G 2 | © him, 
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& him, nay farther, made a declaration 0 
* of her paſſion; what then could he 
«do in theſe circumſtances? The 
ce Turks do not make themſelves very 
ce uneaſy about the unfaithfulneſs of 
* their women, more eſpecially when 
e they have no great eſteem for 
ee them, becauſe they can change 
ec whenever they pleaſe, and have 


cc always a ſufficient change of them 
« in the ſeraglio.“ | 


The Dey, already comforted for his 
loſs, told Charlotte that it would be 
her fault if he was not ten times hap- 
pier than before. She who in the pre- 
ſent conjuncture, thought ſhe ſhould 
have ſome need of him, did not give him 
a plain denial, but only ſaid very gently, 
that this was not a proper time for love. 

% You 
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* You ſee,” continued ſhe, © that I 
« am at preſent under a confinement 


c from whence I know not when I thall 
© be freed.” 


* I know very well,” replied the 
Dey, “that unleſs you are releaſed with- 
in three days, the city mall run down 
K with blood,” 


« Alas! my lord,” ſaid ſhe, © theſe 
violent methods would be ſo far from 
* tending to my preſervation, that they 
ce would rather haſten my death; and 
«© when they once came to know that 
I was the cauſe of their misfortunes, 
* I leave you to judge whether they 
would ſhew me any favour, My 
* lord, you will avoid coming to ex- 
* treinities if my life is in reality as dear 
to you as you n. ſince this 1s 

"oa Fully 
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fully in your power, and things are 
already in a way to be ſettled.” ©] 
© know better than you do what they 


8 defign,” anſwered the Dey. ** They 
* want only to amuſe me till the forces 
* from Tripoli are arrived; but I will 
take care and prevent them, and if 
« you will contribute any thing towards 
it, you mult reſolve to go out from 
* hence this very night, and follow 
cc me.“ 


3 o go out hence!“ replied Char- 


lotte. What poſſibility is there of 
« doing any ſuch thing, ſo ſtrictly 


% confined and cloſely | rc as J 
6c am: "7 


And yet you ſee,” faid the Dey, 
that, rotwithſtanding the doors and 
“guards, 
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66 guards, I am comes in, and intend 
« going out again, which you may do 
&« as well as me.“ 


But conſider, my lord,” replied 
| the, © that I am a woman, and that, 
66 beſides the great eafe that they would 
« diſcover me with, what diſguiſe can 
J put on ſo as to conceal either my 
«ſhape or manner of walking? And 
the leaſt impediment in either would 
e moſt infallibly betray me.“ 


Oſmyn gave his reaſons on this ſide, 
and blarned the undertaking, as of the 
utmoſt danger. You will find my 
© lord,” added he, © by the difficulty 
« that we ſhall meet with in going out, 
« how extremely embarraſſed we ſhould 
be with a woman. My opinion is 

« the ſame with that of the reſt of your 
G 4 friends; 
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” friends; that you ought to come to an 


% agreement, The troops of Tripoli - 


vill be ſome time a-coming. If you 
« keep, therefore, the city blockaded 
« for ſome days, you will oblige the 
people to ſue for peace to the Prince, 
e who being naturally timid and irreſo- 
* Jute, will be glad to make up the 
difference.“ 


The Dey, although diſpoſed to carry | 
things to great lengths, could not ſtand 
out againſt the advice of two people 


for whom he had ſo great a regard, 


and who he knew had no private in- 


tereſt of their own to ſerve, and could 
therefore only ſpeak. for his advantage, 


agreed, therefore, to ſtay eight days 


longer; after which, if he found both 


| the threats and endeavours of his friends 


ine ffectual, he muſt then be obliged 
1 to 
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to proceed to extremities, in order to 
force the Prince to hear reaſon, Of< 
myn agreed to this the more readily, in- 
aſmuch as he was well acquainted with 
the ſituation of affairs, and that having 
but proviſions for two or three days 

only, they began to murmur already. 


The converſation which had for ſome 
time been confined to general points, 
now turned to particulars, and the Dey 
required Charlotte to relate the detail 
of the Sultana's amours with Mr. Clif- 
ford; all which the told him very in- 
genuouſly, not forgetting the affair of 
the cloſet, where he had, as he thought, 
made an aſſignation with her. Char- 
lotte and Oſmyn laughed a good deal 
at the diſappointment which he had 
then met with; to whom the Dey re- 

plied, that he would have been as rea- 
OS. dy 
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dy to laugh as they, if Charlotte had 
not been in the plot to deceive him, 
That, as to the Sultana herſelf, the 
hatred he had for the father, and the 
contempt he had for the daughter, 


were pretty ſufficient teſtimonies that 
her loſs could not give him a great 
deal of anxiety: however, that he 
thought Charlotte ought to make him 


ſome ſatisfaction for all the miſchievous 


pranks the had played him, for that, in 
reality, no body could be more acceſ- 


ſary to the Sultana's departure than 


ſhe was, 


The reſt of the converſation was 
made, up of raillery, until Oſmyn, who 
was not ſo much enamoured of Char- 


lotte as the Dey, and had, therefore, 
nothing engaging to detain him, put 
him in mind that it was time to de- 

= part, 
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part, The lover deſired permiſſion to 
ſtay a little longer, aſſuring him that 
there was not the leaſt reaſon to be ap- 
prehenſive ſo long as it continued dark, 
and that he had not taken ſo much 
pains only for a tranſitory glimpſe of 
his lovely Charlotte. But, at length, 
Charlotte herſelf ex preſſed great terror 
and concern, which. indeed the had 
never been relieved from ever ſince ſhe 


| had known him to be the Dey; being 


very apprehenfive for fear Oſmyn's long 


ſtay might cauſe ſome ſuſpicion in the 


guards, or leſt he ſhould not be able 
to get out again if he ſtaid any longer. 
The Dey, in order to quiet her fears, 
retired, having renewed his proteſta- 


tions of a moſt zealous devotion to her 


ſervice; which he would make manifeſt, 
he ſaid, by delivering her from con- 


finement by means of a ſudden peace, 


G 6 or 
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or a long and cruel war; but here a dif- 


ficulty occurred. There was need of 


ſome invention to get out of the caſtle, 
becauſe the guards examined people at 
their going out as ſtrictly as they did. 


at their coming in. Oſmyn led him 
back into the ſtorehouſe, where, hav- 
ing covered his face all over with. 


flower, he loaded him with empty 
ſacks, and having thus happily. con- 


ducted him through the guards, as if 
he had been one of his people, he 
luckily got out. As it was not yet 
day-light, the Dey thought it beſt to, 
make uſe of this opportunity to return. 
to his camp, where his preſence by. 
this time was extremely neceſſary. Oſ- 
myn conducted him.to the town walls, 
over which he aſſiſted him to climb, 
and. then took his leave. Charlotte 


was all this time miſerably agitated on. 
account. 


INC 
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account of the Dey's getting out, and 
indeed her anxiety continued till ſhe ſaw 
the faithful Oſmyn again. 


«© Comfort yourſelf, madam,” ſaid he 
to her the following evening; the 
„Dey is out of all danger, and things, 
ein all probability, will go much bet- 
ter than they have done.“ 


« Alas! Oſmyn,“ returned ſhe, 
c they may very well in other reſpects, 
but not for me.“ | 


© You will | be releaſed em your 
© confinement in a. few. days,” replied. 
the Turk. 


J ſhall,” ſaid ſhe; © only exchange 
« priſons : ſhall go out from this to go. 
© into one of the Dey's, which will 
| | © bg 
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ebe rendered a thouſand times more 


60 diſagreeable, by reaſon of the paſſion 


ec which he entertains for me. Did 


« you not hear what he ſaid to me? 
6 And what will become of me when 
I am once in his power! Oh! my 
« dear Oſmyn,” continued ſhe with 
tears in her eyes, I foreſee but too 
« well the 1 with which I am 
« threatened. It would be much bet- 
« ter for me to die in priſon than to be 
& releaſed at the price that I fear I am 
do pay for it.” 


* Oſmyn- ſighed through pity, and 


told her, that he had already thought 
on what ſhe had ſaid; that ſhe might 
depend upon the truth of the aſſur- 
- ance which he had given her; namely, 
that he would do every thing that lay 
in his power towards procuring her the 
. liberty 


li 
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liberty of returning home. After much 


_ diſcourſe between them, it was agreed 
that Oſmyn ſhould ſtir among his friends 


to perſuade the Prince to. give Char- 
lotte her freedom, in order to avoid the 


confuſion which would be produced if 


he was obliged to ſurrender her up to 
the Prince, who would take her in the 
room of his daughter; but, however, 
that if this did not ſucceed, he would 


_ endeavour to ſend her away in a ſmall 


veſſel that he had, which he would have 
made ready in order to make uſe of at a 
minute's warning. Oſmyn, who wanted 
no compliments nor promiſes to en- 


gage him to the performance of what 


he had ſaid, took his leave without 
waiting for any reply. 


The very next morning he went to 
a friend of his, the Prince's Aga, who 


was 
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was a great favourite, and on whom he 
had great dependance; not only on ac- 
count of the regard that he had for 


Chriſtians in general, but for the ſake 
of the intimate friendſhip that had ever 
ſubſiſted between them. He found him 
very much diſpoſed to ſerve him, but 
he at the ſame time deſired the favour 


to ſee Charlotte, Oſmyn, who was ap- 
prehenſive that the ſight of ſo beautiful 
a lady might inſpire him with a paſſion 
which would prove an impediment to 
their deſign, would fain have prevented 
him, by alledging the moſt plauſi- 
ble reaſons to the contrary that he could 


think of. The Aga, ſeing that it 
amounted to a poſitive refuſal, ſuſpected 
that Oſmyn was in love with her, and. 
hiding his concern told him, that he 
would uſe all his intereſt with the Prince 
to engage him to give that beautiful 
_ ſlave 


lot 
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ſlave her freedom. However, he ſtirred 
but faintly in the affair, and the Prince, 
whoſe intereſt it was to detain Char- 
lotte, either becauſe he might one day 
or other exchange her for his daughter, 
or becauſe, as he knew that the Dey was 
in love with her, he hoped to have 
more adyantageous terms of peace on 
that account, did not conſent to it. 


Oſmyn, enraged that his deſign had 
not ſucceeded, reſolved to let her go; 
or more properly firſt to carry her off, 
and then permit her to depart. The 
Aga on the other hand felt his curioſity 
exceedingly raiſed to ſee her, and being 
willing to indulge it without laying 
himſelf under any obligation to Qimyn, 
he aſked the Prince leave, in order, 
as he pretended, to get a more exact 


information of the ſeveral particulars re. 
| lating 
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lating to the Sultana and the Chriſtian 
Llave. | 


As the Aga was his great favourite, 
he was unwilling to refuſe him a re- 
queſt, of which he rightly judged curi- 
oſity to be the true motive, and accord- 
ingly gave him an order to ſee her, that 
the guards might let him in without 
aſking him any queſtions. The Aga 
had . heard that ſhe' was exceedingly 
' handſome, and beſides that ſhe was his 
country-woman, for he himſelf was an 
Italian by birth. He had often en- 
quired of the Prince's ſervants how long 


ſhe had been at Tunis, and how ſhe was 


firſt taken, but had never ben able to 
get any information, This he propoſed 
now to hear in the moſt agreeable man- 
ner ; namely, from herſelf, 


Oiſmyn 
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Oſmyn had been working all day in 


making ready his veſſel under pretence 


that it was going on a cruize, and had 
ordered his people, who were almoſt all 
of them Chriſtian ſlaves, to hold them- 
ſelves 1a readineſs juſt without the har- 
bour. Charlotte had got every thing 
ready for her departure, The weather 
was very fine, inſomuch that they were 


in great hopes of having a very farour- 


able paſſage. Oſmyn went to her, and 
found her trembling with fear. 


«© Madam,” faid he, © this is the 


* time for you to be more reſolute than 
66 ever.“ | | 


The Turk endeavoured to encourage 
her and put her in ſpirits, by reminding 


her that the was juſt on the point of re- 


gaining her freedom, and that he could 


convey | 


„ * 
„ 
2 
* I N 
* 
, . 


— - 
„ — q . 
9 


* — 
1 
PPĩ ⁵²˙ m; . ]⁰ Ä 
— - 
—_ 7 - 


— RESI SH —ä ! — oo 


r . * 


} 
k 
5 
ö 
1 


140 THE CAPTIVE. 


convey her out of the caſtle without fear 
or danger. Charlotte, notwithſtanding 
all this, was in ſuch a fright that ſhe did 
not know what ſtep ſhe ſhould take firſt 

in endeavouring to make her eſcape; 
when all of a ſudden ſhe heard her door 
open, and turning her head that way 
beheld a man advancing towards her. 
6 Good God!” cried ſhe, © we are 
* ruined,” and inſtantly fell down 1 in a 
ſwoon. 


If Oſmyn was affected at what had 
happened to Charlotte, he was not leſs 
aſtoniſhed at the Aga's arrival. He 
eould not conceive what could be the 
| reaſon of his coming at this time, con- 
cluding that he came by the Prince's | 
order. They were both employed in 
aſſiſting Charlotte as well as they could, 


but the A ga ſeemed the moſt embar- 
raſſed 
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raſſed of them all. He looked at Char- 
| lotte with great attention, examined her 


ſhape, hair and hands, and after ſome 


time ſighing very deeply, in an extacy 


that reſembled madneſs, he cried, It is 


„ ſhe, it is ſhe herſelf, it is my dear 


** Iſabella!” Then throwing himſelf at 
the ſame time on his knees, he embraced 


her in ſuch a manner that one would 
have thought he was going to die with 


joy. 


Theſe words, emotions, and the men- 
tion of the name of Iſabella, aſtoniſned 


Oſmyn in ſuch a manner that he doubt- 
ed for ſome time whether it was really 


the Aga that he ſaw or not. In that 


time Charlotte came to herſelf a little, 
and angry to ſee at her feet a man 
whom the did not know, and who had 


juſt put her into a moſt terrible fright, 
_— 
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ſhe was willing, by ſome little artifices 


that ſhe put in practice, to have got 


rid of him ; but the Aga, quite drowned 
in tears, ſtuck to her cloſer than ever. 


Charlotte, extremely ſurprized at this, ſaid 
to him, If, Sir, the fight of my mit 


« fortunes has excited your pity, I am 
te jn the wrong to have been alarmed, 
&« I thought that you could not but have 


* come here with ſome deſign that was 


& contrary to my wiſhes.” 


& How little then do you know,” 


ſaid the Aga, © the perſon that is before 


E 


7 The voice of this Turk did not ſeem 


| altogether unknown to Charlotte, who, 


recollecting herſelf a little, and caſting 


her eyes upon him in order to conſider 
him more attentively, Heaven's!“ 


2 | Te | cried 


cri 


41 


cried ſhe, © Who is it that I behold ? Is 


it poſſible? Can it be him?” She had 
no ſooner uttered theſe words than ſhe 


fainted away a ſecond time in Oſmyn's 


arms, who, being much embarraſſed 
entreated the Aga to retire, for fear the 


ſight of a ſtrange man ſhould at length 


prove fatal to the poor lady. 


„What do you ſay?” replied the 
Aga; © alas! I am but too well known 


© to her, I am the melancholy cauſe of 
all her misfortunes. Oſmyn,” con- 
| tinued he, I know thy probity, and 


therefore can very ſafely rely on your 


« ſecrecy, This lady, by her deſert as 
4 well as birth, is well worthy of your 
e utmoſt care and tenderneſs, and I 
would ſooner loſe my life than 


* that any harm ſhould happen to her.“ 
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Oſmyn longed to have this adventure 


cleared up to him, but as he was bufily 


employed in recovering Charlotte, he 
was obliged to put this ſatisfaction off 
to ſome other time. The Aga aſſiſted 
him with great earneſtneſs. When ſhe 
came to herſelf, Oſmyn informed her 
that the Turk, whom ſhe had ſeen juſt 
before coming in, was the Prince's Aga 
and great favourite. She made no re- 
ply; but turning herſelf towards the 
Aga, What unhappy deſtiny” faid 


he, hath brought you hither to per- 


ce ſecute and torment me ſtill far- 
ther? 5 


The Aga, as ſoon as he had heard 


this, fell down on his knees a ſecond 

time, and ſhed a flood of tears, but in 

vain ; for ſhe ſaid, Permit me to die, 
Ty ap 
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* and do not endeavour to ſeduce me 
&« zoain by thoſe deceitful tears.” 


Oſmyn, who was an eye witneſs of 
ſo tender a ſcene, and who had but lately 
heard from Charlotte the ſtory relate- 

ing to the Marquis Grimaldi and Don 
Alphonſo, did not know what to think 
of it. The Aga, who had not been at 
Tunis much above a year, was, not an 
unlikely perſon to be one of thoſe, but 
more probably the marquis than Don 

| Alphonſo, becauſe Charlotte, in the 
midſt of her agony, ſhewed a tenderneſs 
for him which ſhe would hardly have 
done to any perſon but one for whom 

ſhe had a great affection, He would 


rd | | 5 | 
* fain have known the truth of this, but 1 
; tb ties her be | 
in it was not proper 1 interrupt them; vs 4 
ie ſides, that he was in hopes of coming 
? | . | 
: to the bottom of it before the ſcene was 
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over. However, finding at length that 


it grew late, and that they had been 


ſilent for ſome time, both of them figh- 


ing exceſſively, he thought it proper to 


addreſs himſelf to the Aga, who was too 
much Charlotte's friend to conceal any 
thing from him. 


« Sir,” ſaid he, © even ſuppoſing 1 
e were not ſo well acquainted with you 
& as I really am, what I have juſt now 


& both ſeen and heard is ſufficient to 


* convince me, that, ſo far from be- 
« ing any impediment, you vill con- 
(4 tribute as much as you can, towards 
an carrying on the deſign that we are 
upon. You may have already per- 
* ceived, by the requeſt that I made 
e yeſterday, that 1 was endeavouring 
< to procure the freedom of this fair 
« ſlave. My deſign did not ſucceed, 
but 


hir 


17 4 
« J 


bs * 
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ec but I have another and ſurer method, 
& which, with your leave, we will now 


e put into execution, for it is high time. 


« You are not ignorant,” continued 
Oſmyn, that the Dey is paſſionately 
6“ fond of the unhappy Charlotte; now, 


if we permit him to remove her from 


c hence to his own ſeraglio, ſhe will be 
&« ſhut up for ever.” 


The Aga, caſting his eyes upon 
him, © Let us do, Oſmyn,” ſaid he, 


* whatſoever you judge expedient for 
_ © the recovery of her liberty. I will 
“ myſelf make uſe of all the power 


* have in the caſtle to favour your 
) defign, and to reſcue Charlotte 
<« from the imminent danger that ſhe 
is in. 


He cc Oh 
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ce Oh thou ungrateful wretch,” faid 
Charlotte, doſt thou, who art the 
ce cauſe of all my misfortunes, talk of 
* reſcuing me. from danger? But I will 
© not lay under any ſuch obligation to 
© you, I had rather die in this priſon, 


that the remainder of the time I have 


* to live may be ſpent in continually 
* reproaching you.” 


It is true, madam,” replied the 


Aga, © that your indignation is but too 


* juſtly founded, but I am rather un- 
© fortunate than guilty, and therefore 
© more to be pitied than blamed. Don 
« Alphonſo and Clarice, who betrayed 
. us, haveatoned for their guilt by death, 
„and if you think me worthy of the 
« ſame puniſhment, my life is freely at 
your diſpoſal, You ſee me at pre- 
ce ſent, macam,” continued he, © in a 


5* COUNtry 


ce hearing you was dead tranſported me. 


For, after an exact enquiry of the 


& road which you had taken, having 
« heard that you had embarked for 
„ Barcelona, I went there in ſearch of 
« you, and when got thither, having 
« heard that the Veſſel you were in 


had gone to the bottom, and that not 


« a ſoul in it eſcaped, you may judge 
« of the affliction that it threw me into, 
* and indeed I know not well how 1 
60 ſurvived it. But Heaven, mollified 


«© at my tears, preſerved me in a won 


& derful manner to have the ſatis- 


« faction of n wy cone * 


L 


& you. 


Charlotte, who liſtened to this lover 
with ſome complacency, wiſned in her 
heart that he might not really be ſo 

5 1 guilty 
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* country whither the deſpair at the 
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guilty as ſhe at firſt believed him, but 


the appearances were greatly againſt 


him. The afflicted Aga, ſtill on his 
knees, ſaid the moſt tender things | to 
her that he could imagine in order to ap- 


peaſe her. 


Oſmyn, who wanted now no farther 
explanation to know that the Aga was 
no other than the Marquis Grimaldi, 
and, moved at his tears, took his part 
in oppoſition to Charlotte; who, how- 


ever, was by no means inflexible, but 
ſtill ſhe was in a manner obliged to 


hold out ſome time longer, that ſhe 
might not ſurrender too ſuddenly, nor 
without due form. However, as this 
would take up a conſiderable deal of 


time, Oſmyn told the marquis, whom I 
ſhall ſtill call the Aga, that if he had 


a mind to contribute towards the deſign 


which 
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which he had before been ſpeaking of, 


there was no time to loſe, the night be- 


ing far advanced; and they ought, by 


day break, to be in the bay, where the 


veſſel was waiting for them, The Aga 
told them that it was abſolutely impoſ- 
ſible to ſtir out of the caſtle that night; 
becauſe, about two hours before, ſome 


| ſpies had given intelligence that the 


Dey had been in the town that even- 


ing; and that upon this the Prince 


had given orders that no one ſhould 
either go in or out till it was day light. 
Charlotte and Oſmyn were extremely 


aſtoniſhed on hearing this news, and 


judged by that of the danger the Dey 


had run of being diſcovered. The 


Aga, who faw his charming Iſabella a 
little ſoftened, was willing to take ad- 
vantage of ſo favourable a beginning, 


but the did not ſhew him the leaſt com- 


H 4 placence, 
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placence, doing violence all the while 


to her own inclinations. The Aga de- | 


 firedthatſome hopes of forgiveneſsmight 
© be afforded. She would not ſay a ſyl- 


lable, by way of reply, but her eyes 


may be ſaid to have anſwered for her, 
and to have betrayed the ſentiments of 
her heart. The Aga kiſſed her hand, 


and upon that retired, 


Oſmyn found what the Aga had faid 


to be very true; ſo that not being able 
to get out of the caſtle he went into 
a bed that the Aga ordered to be got 


ready for him; not to ſleep, indeed, for 


they paſſed the remainder of the night 


in recounting each other's adventures. 
Oſmyn, who had a great curioſity to 


know what had happened to the mar- 
quis, put him upon that diſcourſe as 


| Joon as they found themſelves alone. 


The 


M1 


The Aga, who thought he ſhould ſtand 
in need of his aſſiſtance towards his 


| juſtification with Charlotte, did not 
want much intreaty, and knowing that 


Charlotte had acquainted him with that 
part of the ſtory which reſpected her- 
ſelf, he touched only on thoſe. incidents 
which had not come to her knowledge. 
His narrative was as follows: 


« You muſt know that I went to 
« Naples, where having found an old 


« acquaintance of mine, Don Alphonſo 


by name, the Viceroy's fon, we re- 


© newed our friendſhip. He introduced 
me at court, and thinking it neceſſary 
„ that a ſtranger, as I was, ſhould be 
« informedalittle of what was going for- 
© wards, he told me the ſeveral amours 


© that were carri ied on; and, in particu- 


har, began with telling me the great 
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< Jove that he bore to the beautiful I- 
e bella, aſſuring bimſelf, that when he 


cc had introduced me to her acquaint- | 


* ance, I would do him all the good 
© offices that lay in my power, As 
* ſoon as I faw that enchanting lady 
* perceived that I ſhould not long 


ec continue Don Alphonſo's friend with- 


& out becoming his rival. I felt ſome 
© remorſe, nay even reproached my- 
46 ſelf for the treacherous thought; but 


4 of what force is remorſe and reproach 


e in contradiction to love? They would 
c not have been ſufficient to have drawn 
40 me from the reſolution that I had 


i taken of loving her, had'not the Vice- 
« queen come and diſguſted me. She 
e behaved with extreme complacency, 


% which 1 attributed at firſt to the 


'* friendſhip that her ſon entertained 


for me, and havio 98 found me one 
2 6 day 
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ce day very penſive, ſhe aſked. me whe- 


ce ther I would own freely the cauſe of 
e my melancholy if ſhe gueſſed it; and, 


ce having aſſured her that I would, ſhe 


« added, that I ſhared the ſame unhappy 
& fate with numberleſs other lovers who 


ic had been greatly affected at the ſight 
of Iſabella's dn 


ao 1 was extremely ſurprized to figd 
« that a paſſion that I hardly was cop- 
e ſcious of myſelf ſhould be diſcovered 
by the Vice- queen, and could not 


* conceive by what method ſhe had 


1 « found out this ſecret, which I had 
« determined to conceal as long as poſ- 
ce fibly I could, It would have been al- 
* together uſeleſs to have denied it, 

** fince the confuſion it had put me in- 

MN to, but too plainly betrayed the 


bs truth of it. 1 told her it was true, 


—_ „ indeed, 
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« My dear marquis, faid the to me, 
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* indeed, that I had been greatly 
44 pleaſed with her, and that the only 
© remorſe I felt at being fo, proceeded 


* from the friendſhip which I had for 
« Don Alphonſo. She replied, that, 


4 with reſpect to this, I was rather to 


< be pitied than blamed; that I might 


c depend upon her affiſtance, but that, 


* however, I ſhould not be offended 
* ith her if ſhe did not ſucceed, ſince 


A the young lady was inſenfible to the 


« aft degree; that ſhe would talk to 


4 her of me, and let me know whether 
might hope to meet with a favoura- 


ble reception. She at the ſame time 


4 told me to meet her in a private walk 
« in the garden, at ten o'clock that 


«* evening, when ſhe would inform me 
« of the ſucceſs of her negotiation, I 
© went according to appointment, 


* you 
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* you are not at all. happier than the 
© reſt. The young lady's heart is 
ce proof againſt every thing, and if you 
did but know the diſagreeable por- 
© trait that ſhe has drawn of you, you 
ce would immediately conclude that the 


* endeayouring to attract her eſteem is 
« ſo much labour loſt. WH” 


ce This extraordinary goodneſs of the 

« Vice-queen would have appeared ſuſ- 
“ picious to me, if what ſhe ſaid had not 
« agreed with the rumour of the whole 
«© court. I was pretty well aſſured that 
4 it was not through any particular at- 
& tachment that ſhe had to her ſon 
et that ſhe ſpoke in that manner. She 
5 did not like him well enough; and 
« beſides, the complaiſance with which 
&« ſhe always behaved towards me 
u made me perfectly eaſy upon that 
account. 
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c account. Had I had ſufficient pene. 


c tration I might have gueſſed that it 
& as for her own ſake that ſhe talk'd 
in that manner, but I was then ſa 
tc overwhelmed with grief at my diſap- 
* pointment that I was incapable of 
ac making any reflections upon it. She 
as a woman of great artifice and 
« addreſs, and making uſe of the in- 


*« fluence which ſhe had over me, ſhe 


ec not only ſtaggered my reſolution but 


ce made me determine to think no more 


e about her; or, indeed, about any one 
cc elſe. She ſeemed exceedingly pleaſed 
L that there was no body elſe capable 
ce of inſpiring me with tender ſenti- 
tc ments, and told me ſmiling, that ſhe 


cc would find me out a perſon that pot- 


„ ſeſſed all the accompliſhment capa- 


44 ble of attracting the admirations of 


'« a man of 1 gallant diſpoſition. 1 
| *« thanked 
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te thanked her, not doubting, I aid, but 
vs ſhe would ſucceed'in her choice, but 


« that 1 was unwilling to abuſe her 
« goodneſs ; that the had done, with 
Wu reſpect to Ifabella, whatſoever ſhe 


4 60 had thought proper, but that, as to 
: ec this freſh undertaking, the reſpect I 
c had for her would not permit me to 
. 4 e let her condeſcend to it. She made 
2 «© anſwer, that ſhe knew the greatneſs 
t « of my deſert ſo well, that ſhe ſhould 
e de think it a great pleaſure to employ l 
> « her utmoſt abilities to ſerve me, and | nie 
d ec to make her court as agreeable to me | 
2 as poſſible. All this was ſaid with f 
— « ſo open and eaſy an air that I was | 
© te really charmed with it, and I was 1 
- 4 very near telling her that ſhe need : | 
- © not give herſelf the trouble to ſeek _ 
f 2 for any one elle, for that ſhe herſelf j 
| be c poſſeſſed what the TIE to find 1 
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r in others. The truth is, that, youth 
« apart, ſhe was one of the fineſt wo- 
c men, in the kingdom; but not having 
6 dared to pay her this compliment, 
* for fear it ſhould-meet with an ill re- 


<« ception, I was willing to ſee firſt the 
40 perſon that ſhe was to procure. I 
« defired her not to make me wait, be- 


ec cauſe being naturally very impatient, 
« the diſeaſe I now laboured under re- 
Fs quired a yery ſpeedy remedy. She 


"* told me: that I ſhould have ſome i in- 


* telligence of the perſon that very day, 
4 and that I had nothing elſe to do 
* but to prepare to be in love. Some 


© company coming in put an end to the 


- * converſation, and I went home to 


6c think on what ſhe had ſaid. 


3 When the evening was come, 
4 hearing nothing from the Vice-queen, 


l thought the had jeſted with me, 


ce and 
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1 and directly went to the palace, where 

* heard ſhe was gone to viſit a lady of 
her acquaintance. I did not doubt but 
© it was the perſon ſhe meant, and the 
«* more ſo, becauſe when I wanted to en- 
te quire the name and place of abode of 
the lady no body knew any thing of 

ce the matter. I went home again, 
* whither I was ſcarcely got, but I 
© received a note from her, the con- 
* tents of which were as follows : 


3 1 HAVE done what you deſired; 
& and have found out, as I be- 


te lieve, the very perſon you would wiſh 
for. After all this, you muſt own 
% that I have ſtood very much your 
4 friend. all the return I expect is 
« that you would anſwer the character 
I have given you, namely, that of 
being in love on the bare deſcription 
« of her perſon, If you once deceive 

+ me. 
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* me, I ſhall never forgive you. Tou 
* muſt follow the bearer very ſilently 
& and without attendants : ſhe will 


& conduct you to a place of ſecu- 


TINY." 


« Had it come from any one elſe I 
rc ſhould have taken ſome of my ſer- 
« yants with me to follow at a diſtance, 
&« but I could not miſtruſt the Vice- 
cc queen. We ſtopped before a houſe 


ce that looked well enough, and which 

J afterwards heard belonged to one 
46 cf her women who was a confidant, 
. She was the perſon who conducted 


ce me, and having opened the door, I 
* went in without any noiſe, where 


es there was neither ſervant nor candle. 
& All this ſurprized me exceedingly, 
« and perſuaded me almoſt that ſome 
64 trick was going to be put upon me. 
a The woman * me by the hand 


wy to 
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© to lead me up a dark ſtair-caſe, made 
* me go through a hall which was full 
ce as dark, and from thence into a room 
« where there were two wax tapers burn- 
© ing. I then repented of the ſuſpicions 
ic that T had entertained of the Vice- 
te queen. I ſaw a lady, with her face co- 
« vered, lay ing upon a couch ſeemingly 
« aſleep; ſhe was in an undreſs, but a 


very magnificent one. I had never 


ce ſeen ſuch a one at court, and did not 
% know what idea to form of the per- 
& {on that appeared in it, The richneſs 

« of her dreſs beſpoke her of no mean 


* + comidition; but when I would fain have 


examined her more narrowly, by ap- 

e proaching her, I felt myſelf extremely 
te embarraſſed; I went up to her, how- 
& eyer, and kneeling down, took hold 


of one of her hands and kiſſed it, 
* Tt was with great reaſon, madam, ſaid 
«1, thatT have been made impatiently 


Cc to 
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e to expect this favour the whole day; 


' finee it was by no means equitable: 

that fo great a happineſs / as this 
* ſhould coſt me nothing. I expected 
c ſome reply, by which means there was 


<« a poſſibility of my knowing the lady 


by her voice, but no anſwer was 


*© made. I entreated her ſeveral times, 


4c to let me hear her ſpeak, but to no 
ce purpoſe. While I was talking i in this 
& manner I heard her laugh, which 

made me bold enough to lift up her 
4 head clothes, but ſhe repulſed me in 
c in very faint manner, which made me 
« conclude that ſhe would not be much 
« diſpleaſed at my proceeding farther. 
I was preparing to do this, when at 


« length the ſtarted up- Tou may 
judge of my ſurprize when I diſco- 


« yered this perſon to be no other than 
« the Vice-queen herſelf. - My lord, 
55 4 6 « ſaid. 


vc 4 
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4 ſaid ſhe, bluſhing, are you ſatisfied 
cc with your good fortune? 1 replied, 1 
a was, and after a converſation, the 
c conſequences of which you may eaſily 
ce gueſs, I returned home, and ſhe 
«© went to the palace. I ſaw her the 
c next day, as before, and our inter- 
6 courſe continued for ſome time 


* however, it did not cure me of my 
* firſt Paſſjon, 


6 Her ſon, with whom it was greatly 
my intereſt to continue in friendſhip, 
*« was very complaiſant, and indeed, too 
*© much ſo. He was not ſatisfied with 
cc having truſted me with his paſſion 
„for the beautiful Iſabella, but he 
£ * would needs have me ſpeak to her 
* in his behalf. I did, and I ſuppoſe 
* you have heard from herſelf that ſhe - 
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90 * me to underſtand that I ſhould 9 j 
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* ſucceed much better by pleading for || ©t 

* myſelf than for him. I then thought * 

re myſelf the moſt unhappy creature in 9 

the world, for having given credit 1 j 

* too eaſily to what the Vice- queen we 

% had aſſerted, whoſe ſelf-intereſted "Fi 

dc views I was now but too well ac- «+ 

* quainted with, I reſolyed to quit her 50 9 

« that inſtant, in order to give my- *. 

« ſelf up to my firſt paſſion entirely. 9 t 

c But I thought a little diflimulation "i 

* was abſolutely neceſſary, in order to 0 

1 & conceal it from the Vice- queen, and * 
5 and that it would be prudent to get rid 9 

F of her by degrees, and not to attach ns 
„. myſelf to Iſabella too ſuddenly, I fl ©t 

* accordingly endeavoured ſo to do, « t] 

ce but how difficult is it to conceal = Wh 

6 any paſſion from a jealous woman ? "3 

«© She reproached me exceedingly, and wh. 
I « tears ſucceeding reproaches, I pre- 6 t] 


& tended 
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© tended to make it up with her, in 
* order to prevent her from becoming 


© my enemy, which it was far from 


„ impoſſible to happen. I took from 
« that time more precaution in ſeeing 
e Ifabella, and avoided all opportuni- 
' ties of meeting her and the Vice- 
«* queen together. But all my care 
as ineffectual; fhe perceived the 
* truth, notwithſtanding my utmoſt 


* endeayours to conceal it. At length, 


* one day, as I was walking with 


ec her in the garden, ſhe told me that 


e we had both been uneaſy for too long 
4 à ſpace of time, I in the violence 
te that I offered myſelf in concealing 
« the change, and ſhe in endeavour- 
« ing to make herſelf beloved in op- 
* poſition to my averſion; that it was 
ce high time to put a period to both 
6e theſe uneaſineſſes, and that, in order 
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* to begin, the would no longer op: 


* poſe what ſhe found to be fo ſtrongly 
* my inclination ; that, however, I 


& ſhould find what ſhe ſaid to be true, 


* when ſhe told me that Iſabella was one 
* from whom I might not only expect 
« a good reception, but likewiſe to be 
cc Joved and eſteemed. I did not, how- 
tc ever, put much confidence in her. 
*« She, in order to ſhew the ſincerity of 
“eher friendſhip, wrote to Iſabella's fa- 


© ther, to get his conſent. This mark 


« of goodneſs furprized me ſo agreea- 
 * bly that I could not help ſhewing 


« her my gratitude immediately. 


ce She did as ſhe ſaid ſhe would, 
« and this was till farther confirmed 
* to me by the beautiful Iſabella, who 
s ſeemed to partake in the joy of this 
25 new negotiation. An expreſs had 


4 been ſent to Genoa, but the meſſen- 
6 ger 
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« ver had ſcarce been gone before 1 


« wanted him back again. There Was 
« hardly a minute that I did not ſuffer 


NY deal through impatience, 


« As for Iſabella, ſhe did not doubt 


« that the interpolition of the Viceroy 


c would contribute greatly towards 
le its ſucceſs: as ſhe well knew the in- 
« fluence that he had over her father, 
* and ſenſible of the pain that I en- 


dured, the could not refuſe me an 


« interview which I ſo earneſtly de- 
* fired. The hour was accordingly 
appointed. F orgive, my dear Oſ- 


* myn, the fighs that are occaſioned by 


« the remembrance of that day, which, 


though intended to be the happieſt 


% in my whole life, proved one of the 
* moſt miſerable that I ever endured. 


The night was already begun when 
Vor. II. 1 Cine 


” wow c- — 
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Clarice, 'Habella's waiting woman, 
«gn whom ſhe relied extremely, | 


4 brought me a note, the contents 
c of 3 were as follows: 


ia 1. AM almoſt difpalting at the 


' * thoughts of being obliged to 


es put off the interview that was agreed 


*E on, but an unlucky accident that has 
cc juſt happened will delay for a few 
e days our mutual happineſs. You 


ac he e think that this delay is as 


t irkſome to me as to you; but con- 
s tinue ſtill to love me as you 


66 have hitherto done, and love will 


e furniſn vs with e pportd: 
© nities,” 


46 rann. | 
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& , 
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«© As] had never received any let- 


4 ters from Iſabella, nor knew her 


e hand writing, Clarice found it no 
difficult matter to perſuade me that 


cc jt came from her. I aſked her what 
« was the matter with her miſtreſs, 
« Nothing, replied ſhe, ſmiling, but 
4 q ſlight indiſpoſition, I thought 1 


c underſtood what it was, and there- 


& fore did not preſs her any farther, but 
« was going back again, when one of 
* the Vice-queen's pages met me up- 
«© on the ſtairs, and told me that the 
e Vice-queen wanted to ſpeak with 
c me. I could have heartily wiſhed 
© to have diſpenſed with this vifit, but 
„ not well knowing what excuſe 1 
| 66 could make, and finding myſelf very | 
© near her apartment, I followed the 
© page. I found her at her toilette, | 
© and in a much better humour than 
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*r ſhe had been for ſome time paſt; and ; 
« at length ſhe engaged me to ſpend . 
| e great part of the night with her. 1 | ; 
; * ſeemed to her however to be think- - 
1861] ing of ſomewhat elſe, with which ſhe 
c every now and then reproached me. : 
« As 1 was accuſtomed to be very fa- 7 
mmiliar, I told her, by way of excuſe, 5 
8 <« that I” had - paſſed the preceding ae 
5 e night at play, upon which ſhe in- 5 
x * vited me to lay down upon her bed: I - 
| 4? accepted of her offer , and went to cc 
0 ns cc 
© Scarce had I been in this con- 
4 dition two hours, than being awak- 5 
5 cc ned by the light of a flambeau, f 
1 \< that was held before my eyes, the " 
| 4 firſt object that preſented itſelf LO my | 1 
28 | * view was Iſabella, who, holding 4 et 
* 4 dagger in her hand, Was going to ſtab i 


99985 | « me, 
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e me, had not Don Alphonſo held her 
« arm, You may judge of the great- 
5 neſs of my aſtoniſhment, I was in 
« doubt whether what I ſaw was a dream 
« or reality. But my rival, who 
% had got hold of the dagger, was juſt 
« going to execute the vengeance which 
« he had prevented, had not Ifabella 
e witheld him. The Vice-queen threw | 
e herſelf between us, and had like to 
have been killed by her own ſon, 
but I luckily ſaved her, and caſting 
© my eyes towards her, found her in a 
« {woon. 


” Seeing that it was now high time 


N 


*« for me to retire, I went into Iſabella's 


chamber to take one parting view 


<« of her, and to die at her feet if ſhe 
ec thought that death. eould atone. for 


„ my fault, but not finding her there, I | 
11 


Fd | 
 &© THE CAPTTIVis. 
«© went to look for a felucca, and in 
* my going I met Clarice. Having 
< aſked her where ſhe was go- 
< ing, ſhe told me ſhe was come to 
« look for her miſtreſs, who, as ſhe 
« heard, was juſt embarking in a veſ- 
4 ſe] for Barcelona. This news ſur- 
9 prized me a good deal, and therefore, 
without heſitation, I took the firſt 
c felucca that offered itſelf, At 
* Clarice's earneſt entreaty I n 
10 her to go with me. 


46 


1 


« As the wind was very favourable 
J was in great hopes of coming up 
&« with my dear Iſabella. My mind 
« till then had been ſo diſtracted that 
A « 1 had hardly time to make the 
leaſt reflection on my unfortunate 
* condition; but as ſoon as we were 
* out at ſea | began to think on the — 
10 « ſeveral. 


« ſeveral circumſtances that attended 
this affair: but the more I thought 
&® on them, the more ſadly was I per- 
c plexed. Clarice found herſelf much 
« diſordered· in the felueca, occaſioned 
« either by the fright ſhe was in, or by 


© the motion of the veſſel, I com- 


*« forted her as well as I could, but ſhe 
* found herſelf extremely ill indeed. 


Being ſenſible that ſhe was near her 


te end, the called me to her, and told 
me, that the had been bribed by 
« Don Alphonſo; that ſhe had over- 


«heard part of my converſation with 
e Iſabella, and had told the Don of it, 
who had thereupon reſolved to hin- 
& qder our meeting, and had wrote the 


& letter I received, as I thought, from 


cc my miſtreſs ; that Don Alphonſo had 
* taken his meaſures accordingly, hav- 


ding already had information of the 
14 ec time 
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« time and place at which I was to 
«© meet Iſabella by appointment; that 
« he had entered into her room, and 
that ſhe was entirely ignorant of all 
that had happened, only that ſhe 
* heard the claſhing of fwords ſome 
* hours after; that ſhe then ran up 
© with an intention to ſuccour her miſ- 
« treſs, and that ſhe found her pere 
15 8 for her paris. 


157 The unkappy Clarice, who was 


« almoſt drowned in tears while the 


„as making this recital, entreated 
me to forgive her a crime, the con- 


- P 


„ cern for which was now occaſioning 


e her death, This I found no great 


« difficulty in doing, as the traitors 


were now ſufficiently puniſhed. 


141 e « In 
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* veſſel which we were ſo earneſtly in 
« queſt of was ſunk, which was con- 
te firmed by ” ſeveral advices that we 
e received from different quarters. 


« You may judge of the torture that 


te this put me to. They found no 


„ing me to myſelf than the telling 
© me that ſea news was by no means 
« to be depended on, and that it fre- 
« quently happened that veſſels which 


« while ſafely arrived in port; and 
© moreover that ſeveral uſed to fall 
into the hands of the Turks, which 
ce they had no other reaſon to think 
* loft, than becauſe they had not re- 


te ceived any advices concerning them. 


44 Though this did not thoroughly ſatisfy 
I'S. % me, 


In order to compleat our diſtreſs, 
te there was a ſtrong report that the 


other method effeCtual to the bring- 


„were ſaid to be loſt, were all the 


3 
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me, yet it ſerved at leaſt to give me 
« ſome hope, and induced me to-under- I 
* take a voyage by ſea to viſit all the 
*ports of the Levant, till I eould find 


© the veſſel Iſo much deſired.” = 1 
a The Aga having finiſhed his ſtory, . 
Oſmyn told him that it would be no 

; difficult matter to make up matters 


with Iſabella, when ſhe. once knew the 
perſon who had betrayed her, was no 
other than her own waiting maid. 
That it was not at all ſurprizing 
that the ſhould be enraged againſt 
him, ignorant as ſhe was of the truth - . 


of the whole; for that ſhe had all 
| along ſuſpected that he had acted in, 
concert with Don Alphonſo to . 
ker. | : 
8 «Heavens ! 4 
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«« Heavens !”* .cried the enamoured 
| marquis, « is it poſſible that ſhe could 
«© wrong my love in that manner? And 
«even ſuppoſing J had not really 
loved her in the degree that I do, ; 
«ow could ſhe ſuppoſe me capable of 
ſo baſe a behaviour??? 


+ My lord;” faid Ofmyn, | ac when 

appearances are againſt us, and no- 
«thing ſeems to plead in our favour, : 
< we are eaſily condemned in the minds 
*'of our judges. . 


The day now began to break in up- 
on them, which induced them to come 
to ſome determination upon the defi; ign 
which they had in view, and on the 
means they were to make uſe of to get 
Charlotte out of the caſtle. They 
formed ſeveral ſchemes, but all dan- - 
„ i gerous, » 
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gerous, and liable to many interrup- 
tions and (inconveniences, However, 
theſe were the two 'propereſt people 
that could have been picked out to have 
conducted that affair, the one having a 
great deal of influence over Charlotte's 
keeper, the other over the garriſon of 
the caſtle z yet the Dey had ſo many 


ſpies therein; chat they had need of the 


utmoſt cikcumipéstien, and had reaſon 
to be apprehenſive of the ſucceſs of 
their undertaking, At length Oſmyn 
thought of a ſtratagem which was the 
more difficult to be diſcovered, inaſ- 


þ much as it was concealed under the - 
cloak of religion: : but was indeed a 


"little diſheartning to a girl of Char- 
 lotte's 8 extreme delicacy. 


A potter that had died in the caſtle 
was that night to be buried: he 
2 F | thought 
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thought therefore of this expedient, to 
lock up the body in a room, and to 
put Charlotte into the coffin as if ſhe 


had been the perſon that was to be 
buried. This being reſolved on, Oſ- 


myn, who was to ſee her that morning, 
took upon him to break it to her, and 
to prepare her for it, (ſoftening the 
word coffin into a cheſt) while the Aga 
gave orders not to bury the ſoldier till it 
was very late. He recommended himſelf 
and his cauſe to Oſmyn, and for that 
purpoſe gave him Clarice's letter. Afe 
ter many profeſſions of friendſhip, they 
ſeparated, in order to meet again at 
dinner-time, fearing that the ſtaying 
together too long might give cauſe of 
ſuſpicion to the people about the caſtle, 
? who are naturally very miſtruſtful. 


- Charlotte, 
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Charlotte. who had been extremely 


uneaſy all night, was very glad to ſee 
Oſmyn come ſo early in the morning to 


her mod © 


0 Well,” ” fad ſhe, « 18 my * 
& liverance at hand, and muſt we 


* take this tray tor with us?“ 


& That traitor as you call him, ma- 


„dam, replied Oſmyn, « js one of 


«: the moſt conſtant _ faithful lovers 
ac that Jever heard 0 


«'Ah! I foreſaw,” ſaid ſhe, © that 
he would even gain. you over to his 


WF ſid e.“ : 


_ Do not condemn ſo raſhly,” re- | 


oplicd Obs, «before you have heard,” 


2 N 


«c 


cc 
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* What can he ſay,” faid ſhe, to 

« overturn what I myſelf have ſeen ?- 

*« Did not I find him with the Vice- 

* queen? Did not he aſſiſt Don Al- 
phonſo to deceive me?“ 


No indeed, madam,” ſaid Oſmyn: 


« permit me to tell you that he loves 
« you too well ta. be capable of be- 
* having in ſuch a manner. And, in 
& order to leave you no room for doubt-- 


* ing of the truth of*what I fay, ſee if 
« you know that hand”, ſhewing 


her at the ſame time Clarice's let, 
W 


« Well,” faid ſhe a little furpriſed, 
dit is my chambermaid's,” 


«& Read 
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« Read it,” continued Oſmyn, card 


you will then find who. was in * 
« the traitor,” 


While Charlotte was reading it, ſhe 


found herſelf agitated with different 
emotions, and this either through the 
ſorrow ſhe felt at uſing the marquis 
unkindly, or through rage at finding 
herſelf deceived by the very perſon 
on whom ſhe depended the moſt, 


« Good God !” cried ſhe, ** canſt 


4 thou leave unpuniſhed ſo baſe a 


e treachery which has been produe- 


« tive of ſo many deplorable misfor- 
4 eames - | 


« No, afluredly,” replied Oſmyn, 
2 = ſhe is . dead through the 
\ ©. COnCErn 


ſc 
of 


2 
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“ concern which the refletion on her 
4 paſt behaviour occaſtoned,” 


He then told her the ſeveral par- 


ticulars of the marquis's ſtory, which 


_ occaſioned her to abate much of the 


ſeverity which ſhe had before teſtified 


againſt him, She forgave him, and 


eaſily permitted him to embark at the 


ſame time with her. It is true indeed 
that Oſmyn, like a ſkilful confidant, 


ſaid nothing of what related to the 
Vice-queen; and Charlotte, who had 
no mind to be angry any longer with 
her lover, would not be informed of any 
more. 


23 Oſmyn then ſpoke to her of the 
ſcheme they had laid to convey her out 


of the caſtle in a cheſt; he found 
her very much diſpoſed to come into 
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it, provided their ſecurity was conſulted © 
in it as well as hers, Oſmyn aſſured li 
her that it was, and told her that ſhe 

had nothing elſe to do, but to hold her- 
{ſelf in readineſs at a minute's warning, 8 


while the Aga and himſelf were mak- 9 

ing the neceſſary preparations; that * 

they were to dine together, and ſhould Y 

take the proper meaſures for the ac- 8 

compliſhment of their defign. He ſi 

then took his leave of her, and went: 

home, where the Aga came foon after, . 

and gave him an account ofevery. mag. Yy 

that he had done. is 

| | ey EC 
| Oſmyn took care that the veſſel m 
| ſhould be furniſhed with all neceſſary in 
| J proviſions... It may eaſily. be believed T 
W that the Aga did not forget to aſk him to 
_ what ſucceſs he had met with in his, p. 
% rn * Charlotte On his behalf. W. 


Oſmyn 
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Oſmyn informed him of it, which de- 
lighted the Aga exceedingly. 


As all was ready, and as Oſmyn had 
given the neceſſary orders, they both 
went to the caſtle, where the Aga 
made him a preſent of the ſeveral jewels 
and preſents which the prince had 
given him at different times, aud de- 


fired him to accept of them; not as a 


reward for what he had done, but as a 


pledge of his. friendſhip, and of the: 
aſſurances of his ſervice upon all occa- 
ſions. Oſmyn accepted of then, upon 
eondition only, that the Aga ſhould 


make uſe of them whenſoever he ſtood. 
in need, as if they ſtill belonged to him, 


They then went and paid their reſpects. 


to the prince; and when the time for 


putting their ſcheme into execution 


was come, Oſmyn went and changed 
Charlotte's . 
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Charlotte's guards, putting in their 
room three of his own people, whom 
he wanted to take along with him. 
The Aga followed him ſoon after, 


| longing exceſſively to ſee his beloved 


Charlotte, As ſoon as he came into 


her preſence, he threw himſelf upon 
his knees, with ſo tranſ ported an air of 
joy and love, that the fair Charlotte 
could not help lifting him up and em- 
bracing him. They would fain have 
entered into diſcourſe, had not Oſmyn 


told them that it was abſolutely ne» 
ceſſary that they ſhould defer it, 


and that they would have time 
a enough to come to an explanation when 


they were once got beyond the reach 


of purſuit. They both followed his 
advice, and the coffin having been 
brought, they wrapped her up in a 


fine cloth, and ordered her to be con- 


veyed 
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veyed out of the room, and putting a 
carpet over it, according to the cuſtom 
of the country, his people carried it to 
the burial ground. 


The dead are accounted ſacred - 


among the Turks, ſo that, ſuppoſing 


Oſmyn and the Aga had not been there, 
they would not have dared to have 


ſearched the coffin, 


They immediately went to the gates 


of the city, which the Aga cauſed to 
be opened by his authority, and from 
thence out of town, expecting to find 


their horſes, but the Dey's guards 
had taken them away. This was 


a diſtreſs indeed, as they had five or 


fix leagues to go before they could get 


to the place where the veſſel was wait- 
ing for them. Time was precious, and 
they knew not what to reſolve upon, 
when the heard ſeveral horſes com- 
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ing towards them, Ofmyn having hid 
Tfabella and the marquis within the 
ruins of an old building, went up to 
the horſemen, and found that it was 
Siffredi, the general of the gallies, at- 


tended by a convoy, to whom he com- 


plained that ſome of the Dey's people 


had taken away his horſes. Siffredi, 


who knew the great eſteem the Dey 
had for Oſmyn, offered him whatever 
number he had occaſion for, and two of 


is people to eſcort him. The former 


he accepted, and could not indeed re- 


fuſe the latter, though he had rather 


been without them. He then went up 
to the lovers, and acquainted them 
a what had happened. They took 
* horſe immediately, diſguiſing Iſabella 
like a young ſlave of Oſmyn's, and as 
it was night, it was no eaſy matter to 
diſcover her. They made as much 
4 188 . haſte 
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THE CAPTIVE, 19 
haſte as they poſſibly could. The 
marquis kept cloſe to Iſabella, the two 
guards went before, in order to give an 
anſwer to all they ſhould meet, and 
Oſmyn went ſometimes on one fide 
and ſometimes on the ether, Being at 


length arrived at the place where the 


veſſel was waiting for them, they return- 
ed the two horſes by the guard. After 
having amply rewarded them for their 
Pains, Oſmyn gave them a letter for 
the Dey, and then diſmiſſed them. 
The contents of the letter were as 


* : 


«7; io My Lord. . 17 


ce De not a of me 11 1 
« endeavour to procure 


Ky « freedom. for a young lady to whoſe 


ei L am indebted for my. own, 


wy 5 1278 
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« You. have often heard me own the 

obligations I was under to my maſ- 

c ter when I was a flave in Italy. I | 

5 have had an opportunity of return- | 
ing them to his daughter, who is 
that Charlotte who was in | the 
4 prince's cuſtody, Do not then 

« wonder that my gratitude has carried | 

% me ſo far as to venture my life for I 

« the ſake of thoſe to whom I am in- 1 

« debted for it. The prince may per- I 

.*© haps have as much reaſon to blame : 

\ 


me as you have, but I am inſenſible 
6 of the reproaches that are contradic- 
66 tory to reaſon and honour. Char- 


, * Jotte was the occafion of your quarrel, 
* \ peace will then be more eaſily ob- 
| : : - 4 tained, fince ſhe is removed at a diſ- 
| 4 * tance from beth. Thus I do my du- 4 
1 - country, which every good man 
BIS „ "7 
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«© muſt be heartily deſirous of. Fare- 
ce well, live contentedly and proſper 
in your deſigns, but, if you have 
** any regard to Juſtice, do not blame. 
© me. 


4 osM VN. 


They ſoon ſet ſail, and the wind be- 

ing favourable, they doubled the cape, 
and found themſelves a great way at ſea” 

before the guard, whom they had dii- 
miſſed, could poſſibly return to the Dey, 
whom we will leave foaming with rage, K 
to return to this happy company HY 
were now out of all apprehenſions of 
being retaken. N 


The marquis was ſighing by his dear 

 Ifabella, and Iſabella was enjoying the 
ſweets of liberty in the c company of a 

K lover | 
3, 
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lover whom ſhe had long ago thought M 
loſt. Oſmyn was employed in giving the 

neceſſary orders for the management of 


the veſſel, but this being ſettled he came . 
and joined them. Iſabella expreſſed her | 
apprebenſions of the marquis's having 3 
changed his religion by his being clothed | 
in a Turkiſh: habit; but he aſſuring her | 
he had not, related to her the method by 


which he had eſcaped it, and in order 
to convince her of "ot; more effectually, 
he told the remainder of his ſtory, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to o Oſmyn i in the fol- 


ae dd, 13 hs 3 


C 1 told you ha a, had. 
« taken of going in ſearch of the veſſel 


* which Iſabella was ſaid to have em- 
h arked. 1 ſailed for near fix montks 5 
nin a frigate carrying about fix guns, | 

HR but ſhe was taken by a veſſel of thir- 
CG | Cc t 
N J. 
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„ ty guns, belonging to Tripoli, againſt 
* which I ſuſtained a fight of ſeven 
4 hours, during which time I had al- 
* moſt loſt all my hands. I was con- 
e ducted to Tripoli, and preſented to 
© the Dey, who, upon what he had 
«© heard, treated me very well, and 
« having taken a great liking to me, 
« was very ſolicitous that I ſhould 
«© change my religion. He ſent me, | 
« for, that purpoſe to a famous Maho- 
« metan doctor, who was a very good 
„ fort of man. He was ſon to a rene- 
1 gado, and not very ſtaunch in his be- 
6 lief of Mahometiſm, I opened 
© my mind freely to him and entreates 
© him to make the Dey believe that I 
had embraced the faith. He complied 
« with my requeſt, The Dey be- 
* lieved it, and gave me more-dif- - 
Uw 6 tinguiſhing 
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” tinguiſhing marks of his Mmendſkip 
„„ 


„ 


* He had a nephew who was jealous 


c of the extraordinary indulgence which 
© he ſhewed towards me, and with 


« whom I had oftentimes little quarrels 


& which might have brought ſome miſ- 
Amen upon me. The Dey, who 


perceived it, reſolved to ſeparate us 
« for a time, and therefore ſent me with 


i ſome. rich preſents to the Prince of 
Tunis, his intimate friend, to whom 


he recommended me very ſtrongly. 
© Accordingly J was made his Aga 


« within eight days after my arrival. I 
led an uncomfortable life enough, 

* as you well know, and this though 
* ſeemingly unfortunate event has been 
« the n to my en happineſs; 


cc y hich 
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« which I hope will not have a ets 


"TM 0 as I live.” 


The. marquis and Iſabella then en- 
tered into a detail of their ſeveral ad- 
ventures; and the affairs of the ſhip 
requiring nee e he * them 
together. | 


, The wind being changed a ſtorm 


ſeemed to be coming on. Upon which 


they determined to coaſt along Barbary, 
till they were come to an iſland where 


they intended to ſtay and take in water. 


This ſcheme was a very prudent one, 
and they had great reaſon afterwards 


to be rejoiced that they had carried it 


into execution, for what they had been 
apprehenſive of came to paſs but 0 
a 
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The ſtorm was fo violent that they 
were obliged to keep at anchor two or 
three days among the. rocks and ſhoals 
of the coaſt. They were far enough off 
ſrom Tunis, and they had no reaſon to 
think that they ſhould. be ſought after 
in a place before which a thouſand veſ- 
ſels might eaſily paſs without.perceiy- 
ing them, 
At length the wind ceaſed. and the 
ſhip putting) out to fea continued her 
courſe along the coaſt, They beheld 
ſeveral pieces of plank floating, and 
parts of a ſhip, fo that there ſeemed to 
have been a 1 


bey failed two days in this manner, 
when at: laſt they heard a man's voice 
which could only come from a rock 
about three miles off the ſhore. They 
1 concluded 
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concluded that it was ſome man that had 
ſaved himſelf from being ſwallowed up 
by the ſea, Oſmyn, at Iſabella's en- 
treaty, who was greatly affected with 
the man's cries, turned the ſhip towards, 
the rock, where there was now no dan- 
ger in anchoring, becauſe the ſea was 
calm. When they came within a few 
yards of him, they found him pale and 
naked. Oſmyn aſked him, in the Mo- 
riſcoe language, how he came un 
that _ 


I am an unfortunate Chriſtian,” re- 
plied the other, in Italian, * who ſtand 
% Ys | f Cas \f \ 
< in need of immediate help. 


Oſmyn thought that he both recol- | 
£ — the voice and the face of the 
Iſabella thought the ſame, but 

* was ſo altered that it was almaſt 
impoſſible 
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impoſſible to recollect him. enden . 
en e. 12444 
1 85 ſaid b 60 Clifford, | the 
3 Dey's ſlave, and if he has ſent you 
© for ts wie, you need only land and 
«you will find her half dead.” Upon 
the hearin g theſe words, Iſabella, tranſ- 
(+ ported with joy, cried out. « Sir, is it | 
« you, and do you not _ Char- 
190 lotte n | 


While ſhe was queſtioning bir in 
this manner Oſmyn ordered the veſſel 
to go as near the ſhors as poſſible, car- 
rying refreſhments to the Sultana and 

Mr. Clifford; Charlotte and the mar- 
quis following: They found the Sul- 
tana almoſt dead. They gave her ſome 
nouriſhment, which * her a little 
to — N 


— as Os on wa — ne e100 
3 e 
nh. 


« Art 
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% Art thou here, my dear Char- 
« lotte ?* ſaid ſhe, opening her eyes, 
and ſhutting them again through _ 
five weakneſs. 


Oſmyn propoſed to Mr. Clifford to 
| convey the Sultana on board, which 
was accordingly done. They both got 
ſtrength daily, and when pretty well 
recovered, Oſmyn deſired Mr. Clifford 
to recount the ſeveral particulars of his 


rock. 


* how the Sultana was carried o 

C ſurprize, you may imagine, was 
« but my joy was inexpreſſible. The 
«© wind was pretty favourable at firſt, 


122 « You know, 1 ſuppoſe,” a he, 


great, 


* but it ſoon changed about, ſo that 
© we were obliged to coaſt along, and at 


66 lengel 


ſhipwreck, and how he got upon __ 


My 


© 
_ tu 024g HP) — — — — 
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_ © length to anchor; but a violent ſtorm 
e broke the cables of aur anchor, and 
„imagine how diſtreſſed I was: at 
| 6 length, however, ſeeing a rock that 
c almoſt touched the ſtern of the veſſel, 
* I took the Sultana, in my arms and 


tt threw myſelf on ĩt. In a little while : 


« youred to comfort me, by repreſent- 
* ing that the ſailors could never be ſo 
ee cruel as to leave us in that condition: 
e but you may judge of my diſtreſs 
< when then ext day I beheld them at a 


« conſiderable diſtance. I deſpaired of 
'© having any relief, til at the end of vo 


«© days J perceived ſomewhat floating 
* on the water. Seeing that it ap- 

proached the rock, and not doubt 
251 wth but it was a ſhip, I immediately 
1 "5 * told 
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told the Sultana, who did not ſeem 
to be much rejoyced at it, fearing 

« that it came from Tunis; being wil- 
«ling to die rather than return. Up- 
on your nearer approach I made a 
« ſignal and was happy enough to be 
e underſtood by you,” 


Mr, Clifford having ended his ad- 
ventures, they all joined in one common 
joy. The fine weather continuing, they 
| ſoon got to Leghorn, and from. thence 

an eaſy paſſage to England, leaving 
Iſabella and the marquis in Italy: 


The Sultana embraced the Chriſ- 
tian religion, and Mr. Clifford, now 
Sir Richard, for his father had been 
dead more than a year, married her. 
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LT As for Oſmyn, they would not part 
wah him, but fettled on him a hand- : 
ſome annuity, to enable him to paſs. 
the remainder of his days in peace and 
er tn 
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